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Detroit City Council Approves Sherwood
Forest As a Special Assessment District
After months of relentless planning that
included a community-wide petition drive, a
series of informational meetings at a variety
of locations and a multi-media drive to
educate residents about potential benefits,
the Sherwood Forest Association has
succeeded in gaining approval for its
designation as a Special Assessment District
(S.A.D.). Maurice Telesford, President of
the association led the effort with support
from community members.
The endeavor to win approval of the S.A.D.
began more than 20 years ago but never
garnered the support of city officials until
now. Many in our community believe that

current council members were swayed by
the desire to support neighborhoods that
have worked hard to remain vibrant in spite
of decay that has decimated so many
residential areas and encouraged residents
to leave the city.
Over the past week, residents from
Sherwood Forest, Palmer Woods and the
Golf Club Community attended city
council sessions to testify on behalf of the
S.A.D. At a meeting of the full council,
scores of individuals waited to be heard
during the public comment segment of the
session. A small number of people shared
their opposition to the measure.

Resisters to the S.A.D. argued that (1) the measure was
elitist since residents in other communities were left to
use the services provided by the city, (2) they feared
eviction from their homes if the estimated $250
assessment is not paid, and (3) some residents did not
know about the efforts to establish the S.A.D. Council
members did not offer opinions, but at a committee
hearing officials questioned those who stood in
opposition in order to ensure they clearly understood
their objections.
We are convinced that council was swayed by the large
number of residents who spoke in support of the S.A.D.
as well as the leadership evident in mounting such a
campaign. Furthermore, it would have been difficult for
council to ignore the reality that upwards of 60% of
Sherwood Forest residents signed petitions in favor of
the S.A.D. Our president spoke eloquently on behalf of
the community referencing the fairness this initiative
would bring to our efforts by enlisting every family’s
financial support to maintain Sherwood Forest as a safe
and vibrant collective. We should all be thankful for his
leadership.

Annual Membership Meeting
Scheduled for
May 11
New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
6330 Pembroke at Livernois
5:45 pm - Potluck Social (Please bring enough for
8 - 10 people)
6:45 pm - Business Meeting
8:15 pm - Adjourn

MEETING FOCUS:
•
•
•
•

State of the Community
S.A.D. Update
Neighborhood Improvement
and Sustainability
Questions & Answers

FEATURES OF OUR SPECIAL
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
Our designation as a Special Assessment
District will pay for:
•
•
•

Increased Security
Snow removal
Mosquito Abatement

Each household will pay $250 per year.
The City of Detroit will collect the special
assessment as part of the summer tax
bill.
We will continue to collect Association
dues of $50 in order to host family
friendly activities, replace aging signs,
maintain our parks and support traffic
reduction efforts.
The special assessment will be in effect
for seven years but can be terminated if
51% of parcel owners sign a petition.
Residents can read the full ordinance on
our website:
sherwoodforestdetroit.org

Sherwood Forest Association
Election Notice
The Board of Directors of the Sherwood Forest
Association is comprised of 15 members, with each
member serving a 3-year term. The terms are staggered
so that the terms of 5 of the 15 members expire each
year.
We now need to elect 5 members to the board. This is
the perfect time for residents who have never volunteered
for a board position to do so. The strength of our
community depends on residents who give time and
talent to help make Sherwood Forest the neighborhood
we all enjoy.

HOW TO PLACE YOUR NAME IN
NOMINATION
To get your name on the upcoming ballot, furnish a
letter to nominating committee member Marcia Baum
no later than April 15, 2016. Your letter should
include:
•

Your home address, email address and phone
number

•

Your occupation

•
•

The length of time you have lived in the
neighborhood

•

A brief statement of no more than 100 words
about your interest in serving on the board
and your aspirations for Sherwood Forest.
Please indicate particular skills you believe
you will bring to the
board .
ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

Only members of the Sherwood
Forest Association may nominate
candidates or vote in this board
election. In order to have your name
placed in nomination, you must:
•

•

•

Be a current member of
t h e S h e r w o o d Fo r e s t
Association and the
security patrol service. Call
Gordon Rodwan at 342-5827 to verify that
your dues are paid. In order to serve, you must
remain a member in good standing
throughout your term of service.
Be willing and able to attend monthly
meetings (currently held on the second
Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m.) and host
one meeting annually.
Participate in committee work, which includes
submitting to the board a brief monthly
committee report. Each board member has at
least one committee assignment. Click here for

a description of various standing committees.
If there is a particular committee assignment
that interests you, include that information in
your letter. Please understand that while we
will try to accommodate requests for a specific
committee assignment, that is not always
possible.
Remember that if you want your name on the ballot,
your letter, including your statement of interest, must
be submitted to Marcia Baum no later than April 15.
Statements of interest will be provided to Sherwood
Forest Association members at the Wednesday, May 11,
annual meeting at New Prospect Missionary Baptist
Church. Each candidate will have one minute at that
meeting to introduce himself or herself and say a few
words.
O n T h u r s d ay, M ay 1 2 ,
electronic ballots will be sent
to all members of the
Sherwood Forest Association.
If you did not pay your
Sherwood Forest Association
dues for this fiscal year, you
are not a member. There is
one vote per household, and
ballots must be returned to
the Nominating Committee
no later than Monday, May
23. (We will provide a paper
ballot to any member without
email.)
If you have questions, contact
any member of the committee:
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
Phillip Caldwell II, Chair
19200 Kingston
Caldwell.phillip@gmail.com
Marcia Baum, Member
19506 Shrewsbury
Marciabaum@att.net
Gail Rodwan, Member
19580 Shrewsbury
Rodwan@sbcglobal.net

Meet Two More Officers
of the 2016 Sherwood
Forest Board of Directors

forward to whatever I would encounter serving on the
board.

Interview Conducted by Juli Stephens

The Light the Way campaign seemed impossible to me
in light of the timeframe the neighborhood was given to
raise money for new streetlights. But the way people
pulled together, current residents, former residents,
friend of friends, really surprised me. The love and
support just poured out for Sherwood Forest. That’s
when I knew we had moved to the right place.

In December we asked Juli Stephens,
Communications Committee member to write a
series of articles about officers of the board of
directors of the Sherwood Forest Association.

Assignment: “Getting to Know the
officers of the Sherwood Forest Board
of Directors”
We conclude our two part series focusing on the
Sherwood Forest Board of Directors officers. In the last
issue of The Tattler we chatted with The President and
Secretary of the SFA Board, and this month we get to
know our Treasurer, April Baker and Vice President,
Karen White. It’s clear that our board is being led by
people with remarkable talent and love for our
community.
INTERVIEWEE: April Baker, Treasurer
1) What do you hope to
accomplish?
I wanted to make a
contribution to our
neighborhood. I have served as
a treasurer in the past, (middle
school band) and wanted to
share those talents in Sherwood
Forest. Two of the goals I hoped
to accomplish have been
completed - consolidation of
accounts into one banking
institution, and using electronic
bookkeeping.
2) What special skills do you
bring to the board?
I am an engineer at General Motors and have always
had a love of math and numbers. Spreadsheets are my
friends! I also enjoy learning new things, and I looked

3) What has surprised you, so far, about your
service on the board?

4) Why did you agree to take on the office?
I have always been the type of person that wants to be
part of the solution. If there’s a need, I’ll be on the
team getting things done. It was also a way for me to
meet a lot of new people in the neighborhood. It was a
wonderful introduction into how things worked in the
Forest.
5) What keeps you busy outside of your
position as an officer of the board?
I have

three children, and I work as an
engineer at General Motors. My
oldest is out of the house, I have a
senior at Western (Western Michigan
University) and my youngest will be
going away to school soon. My
board friends have been invaluable
in helping me navigate the
transition to an empty nest.
6)Do you have hobbies or
leisure interests?
I like to bicycle and travel.
I’ve been to Mexico, Jamaica
and the Caribbean. I am in
the dreaming/planning stage
of a trip to Europe.

7) What is your favorite book?
I just finished read The Martian (by Andy Weir). In
general, I like reading mysteries, especially those
involving espionage.

INTERVIEWEE: Karen White, Vice President
1) What do you hope to accomplish?
As the Vice President, I support and assist our board as
we work to resolve numerous issues and concerns that
occur throughout the year. As a team, we hope to build
and strengthen our sense of community in
Sherwood Forest.
2) What special skills do you bring
to the board?

principal consumed all of my energy leaving me little
time to contribute to my community. Recently I took a
new position and now set a schedule that includes time
for participation in my neighborhood.
5) What keeps you busy outside of your
position as an officer of the Board?
Working for the Archdiocese of Detroit as
Associate Superintendent of schools keeps
me busy and involved in the city.
6) Do you have
any hobbies or
leisure interests?

Although I don’t have any specialized
technical skills, I do bring
enthusiasm and boundless energy
to the board.

Running through our
neighborhood, Palmer
Park and Palmer Woods
allows me to appreciate the
beauty of our area and the
friendliness of our neighbors.
These weekly workouts build
my stamina needed to compete
in races.

3) What surprised you
about the Board?
The biggest surprise – thus
far – was the amazing
accomplishment of the
Sherwood Forest
Association Campaign,
Light up the Neighborhood,
raising over $65,000 in just 3 months for
our historic street lights. It was gratifying to see
previous and current residents come together to
maintain the beauty of our lovely community.

7)What is your favorite book?
“The Poisonwood Bible” by Barbara
Kingsolver.

4) Why did you agree to take on the office?
Mothering and educating my five hundred
“chickadees” each year as an elementary school

Historic Preservation
Window Choices Matter

,
Periodically,
we publish articles by James Hamilton, a resident of Boston-Edison and a member of the Detroit Historic
Commission, on appropriate ways to repair and renovate homes in historic districts without violating state laws and city
ordinances that protect such structures. Improper window choices (cheap sliders or architecturally unsuitable windows) can ruin
the appearance of a home and lower its value. Because windows are among the most frequent changes home owners consider,
we decided to share information James Hamilton has graciously passed on to us. We think the information in this link will answer
all of your questions about what you can do to make good choices with regard to your windows.
Click here to read the full article

Warmer Weather Is a Reminder to Begin
Spring Chores
Clean Up, Paint Up, Fix up
At this time of the year, it can be difficult to predict when spring will finally arrive. Nonetheless, with April
approaching, it is time to begin thinking about some of chores that are a part of sprucing up for spring:
1.

Touch up paint on your house and garage that may have worn away during winter months.

2.

Clean up dead plants from containers and
flower beds so that newly emerging perennials
will be able to thrive.

3.

Collect and dispose of leaves that were missed
in last year’s fall cleanup.

4.

Pick up debris that settled into curbsides and
corners of yards during winter.

5.

Purchase mulch to spread around trees and
flower beds.

6.

Check mowers and other tools to make sure
they are in good working condition.

7.

Plant grass seeds in bare patches in your lawn.

Sherwood Forest

Poised to Celebrate
100 Years as a Detroit
Community
Help Us Record Our
History
By Gail Rodwan
Next year, Sherwood Forest will mark its 100th year
as a Detroit neighborhood. The board of directors of
the Sherwood Forest Association is planning a
Centennial Celebration, details of which we will
announce within the next few weeks.
On our list of activities to salute our community is
a history of our first 100 years. We plan to archive

the book in one or more of our local libraries. We are
appealing to you for help with this project.
As a longtime resident and former Tattler editor, I have
accumulated boxes of old Tattlers and other
documents that chronicle Sherwood
Forest’s history, but I have very few
documents or photos pertaining to life
in this community prior to the
1960s. I know that few of our
residents will have documents that
go back to 1917, the year of our
founding, or to the subsequent
decades of the 1920s, 30s, 40s and
50s, but I am hoping that at least a
handful of people will have records that go back
that far or know of former residents who do. If
so, will you share them with the Sherwood Forest
Association?
We will treat them with great care,
make copies, and return the originals to you promptly.

We can’t write a history that glosses over our first forty
years! With your help, we can fill in the gaps and
produce a book about our extraordinary neighborhood
that will live through the ages. If you have papers,
photos or artifacts or if you would like to participate in
an oral history or otherwise work on this writing
project, please let me know as soon as possible.
There is a lot that most of us do not know about
Sherwood Forest. For example, do you know what

“Project Hello” was in the 1960s and 70s? Or what
planned construction threatened our very existence in
the 1940s? Or what neighbors did to celebrate our
50th anniversary in 1967? You may have to read the
book to find out!
Please help the Sherwood Forest Association produce
the most complete neighborhood history possible.
Contact Gail Rodwan at Rodwan@sbcglobal.net or
313-342-5827.

Annual Spring
Neighborhood

L
N
A
C E UP

Dates and times have not been finalized

Please watch for email updates regarding
details for this event.
In the meantime, get out your
rakes, clippers and shovels and
ask your neighbors to be ready
to join us as we spruce up
parks, and other areas of our
subdivision that can benefit
from some tender love and
care.
As always, the association will
provide plenty of bags and arm everyone with
bagels, donuts, coffee and hot chocolate to energize volunteers.

Children and adults are
invited to pitch in!

Stay Tuned!

Neighbor to Neighbor
If You Love Friends, Food
and Detroit, Here’s a Recipe
You May Want to Try
Reported By Juli Stephens
INGREDIENTS:
5 Neighborhood Women
270 Metro Detroit Restaurants
Mix together once a month for 27 years. Result – A
lifetime of memories, close relationships, great food,
laughter and tears.
Yes – you read that right. Twenty-seven years. Five
Sherwood Forest women (two of the original five have
passed on) started the
Galloping Gourmettes as
a way to get to know each
other and become closer
friends and neighbors.
And to have fun!
I
chatted with Rose Lucas
about the dinner club,
recently. First thing to
note – the Ladies are
Gour-mettes, not Gourmays. “We never wanted
to take ourselves too
seriously.
‘Gour-mette’
made us laugh – it still
does!”
The ladies (Rose Lucas, Shirley Jackson and Erma
Gibbs) meet 10 months out of the year, taking a
summer break, almost always on a weekday evening.
They take turns picking the restaurant. The person in
charge of the evening makes the reservations, and
arranges for transportation. The group has never
repeated a restaurant! The metro Detroit area is their

playground, and they choose very high end restaurants,
as well as greasy spoons. As Rose says “it’s all part of
the experience”. Without hesitation, The Lark was the
favorite, “just a pleasure to eat there, with outstanding
service”. The resurgence of the City of Detroit has
brought many new choices and the group is still going
strong and having fun. They occasionally dress up in
similar outfits and colors, especially at holiday times,
and get a lot of attention from the other restaurant
patrons. They bring along
daughters and daughtersin-law as special guests,
t o o, w h i c h e v e r yo n e
enjoys. “We have gotten
to know each other’s
f a m i l i e s, a n d we ’ve
supported each other
through weddings,
graduations, new babies,
as well as life’s challenges.”
The rules? Here a note of
steel enters Rose’s voice –
“You can’t miss a date
once it’s set up, we take
our commitment seriously! And we split the bill evenly.
No fretting and haggling about who ordered what.”
It’s a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors,
support your city and know the food commerce.”
As you read this, raise a glass to Barbara Shipley and
Sarah Vaughn, the two departed members, and think
about starting a group on your block. Breakfast club?
Brewery Sampling? Similar recipe – same great results.

Photographs From The 2015
Holiday Celebration
Our thanks to Christine Jackson for sharing these photos

Sherwood
Forest
neighbors
visited homes to
sing carols and
admire
luminaries in
December of
2015

Sherwood Forest Association

Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes - February 8, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: April Alford, Luther
Bradley, Phillip Caldwell, Tiffany Franklin,
Chaundra Haynes, Christine Jackson, Shirley
Jackson, Whitney McGoram, Steve Perkins,
Maurice Telesford, Karen White, and Gail Rodwan
President, Maurice Telesford called the meeting to
order at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Luther Bradley.

Approval of January Meeting Minutes: The
meeting minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report: This item tabled until end
of meeting.

Discussion on House Bill 5232 and Senate
Bill 720: Maurice Telesford inquired whether we
should consider a resolution letter stating that we do
not support the bills to amend the local Historic
District Act.
After a brief discussion, it was
suggested that Tiffany Franklin, SFA Historic
Committee Chairperson, and Maurice Telesford
provide the board more information on the bills.

Discussion on Neighborhood Property Tax:
Maurice Telesford inquired whether we should send
out more information regarding recent email
communication to the residents concerning property
tax increases. It was determined that our email
t i t l e d “ S h e r w o o d Fo r e s t P r o p e r t y Ta x
Reassessment” was thorough.

Request for Approval of SecurityRequest For
Proposal (RFP): Maurice Telesford emailed each
board member a final Security RFP draft for review.
It was moved by Karen White and supported by
Whitney McGoram to approve the Security RFP.
All favored the motion. Motion passed.

SFA Dates for Calendar Events requested by
February 15:
Maurice Telesford presented a
Sherwood Forest Association Tentative Calendar
that outlined events and board member leads. A
request for event dates and times due by February
15 to complete the calendar was offered.

Update from the Parks and Reforestation
Exploratory Sub-Committee: Phillip Caldwell
introduced the idea of a park for children in
Sherwood Forest.
The pros and cons were
discussed. It was recommended that Phillip provide
the board more information on this idea.

Discussion to form Centennial Steering
Committee:
The board discussed whether to
recruit neighbors to serve on a Sherwood Forest
Centennial Steering Committee. Maurice Telesford
presented notes from his conference call with Palmer
Woods Centennial Committee chairs. It was moved
by Karen White and supported by Luther Bradley
that we send an email survey to recruit neighbors to
serve on the Centennial Steering Committee. All
favored. Motion passed.

Committee Reports

Treasurer’s Report

Communications:
Shirley Jackson and Gail
Rodwan reviewed the new University of Detroit
website. They will reach out to the designer to get
ideas and feedback on our site. A request was made
for Steve Perkins to assist with the webpage. Steve
accepted.

Treasurer, April Baker, did not present the typical
January 2016 treasurer’s report for SFA and the
Security Patrol. Instead, she presented a three-year
(2013-2015) SFA Annual Report detailing spending
during these years to aid in the creation of a 2016
proposed budget. After the board reviewed and
discussed the report, it was moved by Luther Bradley
and supported by Chaundra Haynes to reserve oneyear of operational costs to assist with any possible
delay of future funds. All favored. Motion passed.

Gail Rodwan inquired whether to allow SFA social
media to solicit at residents’ request. After a brief
discussion, it was determined that our social media
should not get involved with personal solicitation
requests from residents.

Social: Whitney McGoram reported that she is in
communication with Applebee’s restaurant for a
possible Meet and Greet at the Eight Mile and
Woodward location.

April Baker discussed, as well, renewal of director’s
insurance and the need for the board president’s
signature.

Announcements:
The next board meeting is March 14, 2016 at the
home of Chaundra Haynes.

Public Safety/Security Patrol:
Mike Slater
submitted to the board Threat Management’s
security report.

ACTION ITEMS FOR FEBRUARY
1.

New Residents/Welcoming: Gail Rodwan
reported that a new neighbor packet was delivered to
our new neighbor on Roslyn.

Block Captains: Christine Jackson presented a
revised Luminaries event agenda.

Special Assessment District Update: Maurice
Telesford reported the Detroit City council
committee of the whole approved our petitions and
authorized a public hearing on our request to become
a Special Assessment District. Notifications will be
mailed to all residents in our neighborhood informing
them of the date of the public hearing.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

All board members to submit written reports
two weeks before board meeting.
All board members to consider any funding
requests/changes to the budget.
Treasurer will prepare an updated budget
taking into consideration how much we have
spent in various areas over the last 2-3 years.
Karen and Marcia will discuss ideas to assist
SFA senior citizens.
Communication will continue to look into
advertising in the Tattler
Kim will give the original document for 501c3 to
President Maurice Telesford and a copy of the
document to Secretary Christine Jackson.
Maurice will give an update on filing taxes at
next meeting.

8. Kim and Karen will look into parking petition
on Warrington.

9. Park and Reforestation Committee to

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.

survey all pocket parks in Sherwood Forest to
determine the condition of trees and branches.
Maurice recommended that chairpersons from
our Snow Removal, and Park Reforestation
committees to come to the next board meeting
with an RFP.
Chaundra to look into the effect of salt on the
street and bring a recommendation to our next
board meeting.
Maurice and Tiffany to provide more
information regarding HB 5232 and SB720.
Phillip to provide the board more information
on the idea of a park in Sherwood Forest.
Luther to check church calendar for date for
Annual Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Jackson

