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Association Board Thanks Members
For Supporting Street Plowing in the Face
of Near Record Snow Accumulation
Residents who’ve had to negotiate the snowclogged streets of Sherwood Forest have
faced the stress created by icy ruts that
threaten to keep their cars in the path of
oncoming vehicles. Similarly, snow that
melted during a brief elevation in the
temperature has now frozen into potholelike depressions turning our streets into an
obstacle course that would challenge the
most talented precision driver. The situation
would be even worse were it not for
association memberships that fund snow
plowing.

The Sherwood Forest Association Board of
Directors extends its thanks to residents
who have paid the extremely reasonable
annual fee to become members of the
association. By doing so, you ensure
continuation of services that set our
neighborhood apart from others.
It’s never too late to become a member of
the Sherwood Forest Association. The
$50.00 annual fee, if paid by June 15, buys
membership for the year beginning June 1.
After June 15, a $5.00 late fee is added.

Here are some of the ways membership dues are
used. (Taken from Sherwood Forest Association website)
1.

To communicate via the Tattler, the This Old
House list and the business directory

2.

To sponsor a reforestation program to assure
that our "forest" never lacks for trees

3.

To maintain our small parks

4.

To host an annual potluck supper and
membership meeting

5.

To provide street snow removal in winter

6.

To pay for "Meet and Greets," jazz concerts
in the park and parties for children

7.

To make sure every new neighbor is greeted
by our welcoming committee with pastries
and written infor mation about the
neighborhood

8.

To monitor real estate practices and keep a
list of houses for sale and their selling prices

9.

To work with various city departments to
assure that we receive adequate city services

To learn more about the
Sherwood Forest Association
and the Sherwood Forest Patrol
as well as how your family can
become members,
please visit

10. To enforce Sherwood Forest property
restrictions, city zoning ordinances and
historic district requirements
11. To act as the liaison to our private security
service
As spring approaches, now is the time to think about
how your family can become new members of both
the Sherwood Forest Association and the Sherwood
Forest Patrol, or how to renew your membership in
the organizations.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org

A Special Thank You
to Special Neighbors
Without a doubt, the tremendous amount of snow
we’ve received this winter has exhausted the salt
supply at area hardware stores and has made travel
difficult. While adversity, even that caused by natural
forces, can defeat our efforts to accomplish large and
small goals, it can also draw us closer to one another
by redefining the notion of neighborliness.

Although this winter has proven to be one of the
snowiest on record, what has stood out is the kindness
that Sherwood Forest residents have extended to
neighbors who, for a variety of reasons, were unable
to clear snow from walkways or navigate steep and
icy driveways. Our spirits are similarly buoyed by the
knowledge that some individuals went out of their
way to check on their neighbors who might have been
in need of assistance.
Thank you from all of us for helping to keep
our neighborhood neighborly.

Sherwood Forest Remembers Catherine Blackwell
By Gail Rodwan

One of Sherwood Forest’s most
illustrious and beloved residents died
on February 1. Catherine Blackwell,
referred to many as the mother of this
community, was an educator and
advocate for children and the arts.

show was appropriately entitled, “The
Storyteller’s Hat.” During the course of
that exhibit, the Sherwood Forest
Association honored Ms. Blackwell with
a reception at the museum.

Ms. Blackwell received many honors in
her lifetime, including her 1993
induction into the Michigan Women’s
Hall of Fame, but she always said her
greatest honor was having a Detroit
Public School named after her. She was
a teacher in DPS for almost 40 years,
retiring in 1994. During her tenure as a
teacher, Catherine Blackwell sought to
instill in young children her love of
African culture and history.
She
traveled to Africa more than 65 times,
always returning with artwork and
books to share with children. She
became known as a consummate
storyteller. Even after her retirement,
she returned frequently to the schools
to tell stories about Africa and her
travels there.
She also welcomed
neighborhood children into her
Sherwood Forest home.
In 2008, the Charles H. Wright Museum
of African American History held a show
featuring art and artifacts from the
Catherine Blackwell collection.
The

Consistent with her generosity of spirit,
Catherine Blackwell contributed works
from her vast collection of African art to
the Wright Museum, The Detroit
Institute of Arts, Howard University and
other institutions.
Sherwood Forest and Detroit have lost
one of its legends. We miss her and
appreciate all that she gave to us.

“It's so much darker when a light
goes out than it would have been
if it had never shone.”
---John Steinbeck,
The Winter of Our Discontent

Winter in

Historic Sherwood
Forest

So, Tell Me Again - - - What Exactly
Does a Block Captain Do?

Every since Sherwood Forest began using Block Captains to bring more coherence to our community efforts,
there has been some confusion about the roles and responsibilities of these representatives. Some of the lack of
clarity about their duties may stem from the fact that it has been some time since there was information written
about the expectations for block captains.
First and foremost, we should make certain that
residents understand that these committed
volunteers are not neighborhood police officers.
Every Sherwood Forest neighbor is obligated to
behave reasonably with respect to their neighbors;
maintain their property and uphold the terms of our
property restrictions. Our hope is that residents will
go even further by extending support to neighbors

and participating in planned events that build
community and enhance the quality of life in
Sherwood Forest. Block Captains share these
responsibilities but have gone a step further by
volunteering to help coordinate the activities that
make our neighborhood a desirable place to live.
The list below should help clarify the duties of this
indispensable group of community advocates.

You should expect your Block
Captain to:

You should NOT expect your
Block Captain to:

•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Welcome new neighbors.
Notify the SFA of new neighbors
Coordinate the distribution of critical
information.
Allow neighbors to contact him/her with
questions or concerns.
Encourage neighbors on your block to
call 911 and our security patrol about
suspicious or illegal activity.
Contact neighbors at the request of the
association’s board of directors.
Attend events sponsored by neighbors.

•
•

Insinuate themselves into disputes
between neighbors.
Attempt to apprehend individuals
suspected of committing crimes
Engage in neighborhood gossip

Arts and Culture

Exploring Livernois:
Art in Motion
By Gail Rodwan

Exciting new businesses are opening on
Livernois, and we will feature them
periodically in The Tattler.
This month we want to tell you about ART IN
MOTION, which is located at 19452 Livernois.
Although ART IN MOTION is a ceramics studio
and gallery, its offerings are not limited to ceramics.
In December, I purchased two beautiful gifts there.
One was a colorful glass candy dish and the other a
blue beaded necklace. There was an extensive
collection of unique jewelry made by local artists.
The owners of the store were knowledgeable and
helpful.

There is workspace at the back, and the gallery offers
classes, workshops, private parties, ceramics lessons,
open studio time and private artist studios. To learn
more about rates, events scheduling and other

information, call 313-980-1265 or 248-495-5539 or
email artinmotiondetroit@gmail.com.
ART IN MOTION is a positive addition to
Livernois. Once you visit, you will want to return
and patronize this charming local gallery. Take a
class, buy a gift or throw a party at ART IN
MOTION.

US Poet Laureate Natasha
Trethewey to Visit
Marygrove on April 4, 2014
This article was contributed
by Frank D. Rashid, Professor of English
Marygrove College
The Marygrove College English and Modern
Languages Department proudly announces that US
Poet Laureate Natasha Trethewey will be the twentysixth guest in Marygrove’s Contemporary American
Authors Lecture Series.

Now serving in her second term as Poet Laureate,
Trethewey will deliver the Lillian and Don Bauder
lecture in Alumnae Hall at 8 pm on Friday, April 4.
The event is free and open to the public.
A native of Gulfport, Mississippi, Trethewey has
published four poetry collections. She received the
2007 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and has received
fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Beinecke Library at Yale, and the
Bunting Fellowship Program of the Radcliffe
Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard. Trethewey
is currently Robert W. Woodruff Professor of English
and Creative Writing at Emory University as well as
State Poet Laureate of Mississippi.

Trethewey is the second sitting US Poet Laureate to
visit Marygrove as part of the Contemporary American
Authors Lecture Series. The first was Rita Dove in
1996. At Marygrove, Trethewey will be introduced
by University of Maryland Professor Mary Helen
Washington, formerly of the University of Detroit
Mercy. Books by both Trethewey and Washington
will be available for purchase, and both authors will
sign copies of their work after the reading.
For more infor mation, please visit http://
english.maryg rove.edu/caals/natashatrethewey-2014.html or call 313-927-1383.
Due to the popularity of this speaker we ask that
you register for tickets. Online: marygrove.edu/
CAALS2014, Email: caalsevent@marygrove.edu,

From a

Historical Perspective
Living in a Historic District typically means that the locale is pleasing and picturesque but
not without challenges. Sherwood Forest Residents periodically find themselves tested by
the glut of rules and regulations that govern life in historically designated communities.
Notably, simple repairs or the need to replace a roof, a door or a window can place
unsuspecting homeowners in situations where they risk violating policies that are designed
to protect a city’s oldest and, in the case of communities like Sherwood Forest, most
desirable neighborhoods.
In a effort to make life in this historic district more comprehensible, we are presenting the
first of a series of articles authored by James L. Hamilton, Historic District Commissioner,
for the Boston-Edison Newsletter. We thank Jim for his series and for his dedication to
helping all of us learn how we can live comfortably in our homes while adhering to the
guidelines that regulate the manner in which we care for them. The first two articles of
Jim’s series appear below.

Historic District Commission News
James Hamilton
Historic District Commissioner

The City Council created the Detroit Historic District Commission
(HDC) to oversee all of the historic districts in the City, such as the
Sherwood Forest Historic District. In passing the historic ordinance,
the Council declared that preserving the City’s historic buildings is in
the public interest.
According to the historic ordinance, all exterior work on houses in
Sherwood Forest must be pre-approved by the HDC. The intention is
to protect and preserve historic homes and buildings in the City. This
requirement provides major protection for homeowners investing in
homes in Sherwood Forest. It is the reason that houses here are much
more valuable than similar houses elsewhere in the City.
Historic Districts (HDs) are created when a majority of the residents
in a neighborhood initiate a petition to the City to become a historic
district. Back in 2002, Sherwood Forest residents did that, and the
City Council created the Sherwood Forest HD by City ordinance. The
same is true for the many other HDs. Building owners and home
owners come to the City and ask to become HDs.
Here’s how pre-approval works. An owner thinks about some exterior
work on his or her house. Under the HD ordinance, an owner may
only do work on the exterior, if that work is “appropriate.” The owner
applies to the HDC for pre-approval. The role of the HDC is to
determine whether the proposed work is “appropriate.” If the HDC
decides that it is, the work is allowed. If it does not think so, the HDC
does not allow it, and the owner may not do the work. The HDC has
delegated to its professional staff the power to approve certain routine
work that falls within “appropriate” guidelines. (Any interior work on a
building is not covered, and owners may do any interior work that they
like.) For detailed information about this pre-approval process, see
http://www.historicbostonedison.org/pres5.shtml.
When the HDC must determine whether or not proposed exterior
work on a house is “appropriate”, the HDC must use a particular set
of standards. These were created by the U. S. Secretary of the
Interior’s (SOI) National Park Service. In general, exterior work is
“appropriate,” if it preserves the historical architectural design of the
house and preserves its original material. Or, conversely, the work is
“appropriate,” if it does not degrade the architecture or destroy

HDC must pre-approve exterior
work on our homes to
determine historic
appropriateness.

HDC staff can advise on
appropriateness and help with
pre-approval. Call on staff early
in your planning:
Jennifer Ross
(313) 224-8907
Rossj@detroitmi.gov
Crystal Wilson
(313) 224-6543
WilsonCR@detroitmi.gov
Ask the Sherwood Forest
Association for help:
historic@sherwoodforestdetroit.org
or (313)623-9593.

material. The obvious purpose is to preserve historic
houses.
The SOI has an excellent website that presents the
standards. More important for homeowners, it gives
very helpful guidelines for how the standards apply in
particular situations, such as roofing, windows, paint
colors, and so on. See www.nps.gov/hps/tps/
standguide.
Home values in historic neighbors are protected and
increased by the restriction that all exterior work
must be appropriate. Home value depends, of course,
on how well each owner works at maintaining and
restoring his or her own home. A historic home is
worth more when its historic character and materials
are carefully preserved. An equally important factor,
however, is how well we preserve the historic
character of the neighborhood as a whole. For each
ow n e r, h o m e va l u e d e p e n d s o n h ow t h e
neighborhood as a whole looks. The requirement to
do only appropriate work is crucial in protecting the
historic look of the neighborhood, which is so
valuable to everyone.

How to
winterize
windows
James L.
Hamilton

Believe it or not, windows are not the main source of
heat loss in our homes. Most heat loss is through the
roof ! The best way to save the most money on
heating bills is to attack the biggest problems.
Cellulose insulation properly blown into the attic
gives excellent return for the money.

But for windows, there are simple things that can
dramatically increase their energy efficiency, and help
save heating cost. “A historic wood window, properly
maintained, weatherstripped and with a storm window, can be
just as energy efficient as a new window.” Studies have
shown it. National Trust for Historic Preservation,
“Historic Wood Windows” (emphasis added).
What to Do? 1-2-3
1.

A good storm window is the first and essential
step.

2.

Exterior caulking is needed everywhere around
the window frames and sills.

3.

Interior weather stripping around window
frames and sash will seal them and stop drafts.

How to Do It?
I have assembled information and video
demonstrations on how to weatherize your windows
and have put them on the Boston Edison web site:
www.historicbostonedison.org/pres7.shtml. The web
site emphasizes what many homeowners can do using
simple, low-cost materials, ordinary household skills,
and some knowledge about how to do it. Even if you
want to hire a contractor, you will have more success
in working with one, if you know what you need and
how it should be done! The DIY information on the
web site will help prepare you
Installing storm windows probably is best left to
contractors with lots of experience.
Jim Hamilton is a resident of the Boston Edison
Historic District.

team up to help prevent a problem in our
neighborhoods," Wiley said. "With temperatures
expected to drop below freezing again after the thaw,
we all want to make sure that water is able to drain so
it doesn't freeze and cause even more trouble."

The following public service
messages were released by Rose Love
of the City of Detroit’s
Communications and Creative
Services Division

Mayor Duggan Asks Residents
to Clear Neighborhood Catch
Basins to Help Prevent Flooding
Mayor Mike Duggan is asking Detroit residents to
help clear catch basins on neighborhood side streets
over the next few days to help prevent flooding. After
near-record snow accumulation across the region this
winter, temperatures in the 40s could lead to major
street flooding issues.

If drains in neighborhoods prove too difficult to clear,
residents are asked to call the City of the Detroit
Water and Sewerage Department hotline at (313)
267-7401.

Mayor Duggan Encourages
Residents to Sign up for
Affordable Health Insurance
Detroiters will be able to sign up for affordable health
insurance in March at select fire stations and
recreation centers throughout the city and the
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center. Mayor Mike
Duggan has declared March as Affordable Care Act
Enrollment Month.
Trained personnel will be on hand to help
residents sign up for health insurance under the
Affordable Care Act by the March 31 deadline.
Below are the locations and hours of each
community enrollment location:
Detroit Fire Stations
• Engine 9 – 3737 E. Lafayette
• Engine 27 – 4700 W. Fort
• Engine 40 – 13939 Dexter
• Engine 48 – 2300 S. Fort
• Engine 54 – 16825 Trinity
Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays only, from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m.

The City of Detroit, Wayne County, and the State of
Michigan will be working to clear catch basins on the
major streets and freeways they maintain.
City spokeswoman Alexis Wiley said that residents’
assistance in keeping side streets clear of excess water
will be of great assistance.
"With so many catch basins across the city, this is a
great opportunity for City workers and residents to

Recreation Centers
Adams Butzel Center – 10500 Lyndon
Butzel Family Center – 7737 Kercheval
Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 2 – 7 p.m.
Coleman Young Recreation Center – 2751 Robert
Bradby Drive
Hours: Wednesday through Friday from 2 – 7 p.m.

Coleman A. Young Municipal Center, 2
Woodward Avenue – 1st Floor
Hours: Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Detroit Police Department
Hiring Police Officers
The Detroit Police Department is hiring police
officers. The requirements for the position are as
follows:
• Must be at least 18 years of age
• Present a valid driver’s license
• Possession of a high school diploma or GED
• No felony convictions
As part of the hiring process, applicants must:
• Meet minimum requirements, including a
criminal history check
• Pass a pre-employment (reading & writing)
test
• Pass a physical fitness test
• Attend application orientation
• Pass a pre-investigation interview
• Pass a background check
• Pass a final interview
• Pass a psychological examination
• Pass a medical examination
For job application information, contact:
Detroit Police Department Human Resources/
Recruiting, 1301 Third Street, Detroit, MI 48226
Telephone (313) 596-2607
Walk in applicants are welcome Mondays & Fridays
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management
Offering Weather Spotter
Training Sessions
The City of Detroit Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management is organizing a Detroit
Skywarn class on Monday, March 24 from 7 – 8:30
p.m. at One Ford Place – Gilmore Center, located at
6071 2nd Street (Parking lot and entrance is located
off of 3rd Street.) The Skywarn severe weather
spotter training sessions, which will be conducted by

the National Weather Service (NWS), teach
individuals how to accurately observe and report
weather conditions. The free training is open to the
general public, private sector, students, teachers, nonprofits, City employees and many others.

The class focuses on: the important role of the
spotter; thunderstorm development; tornado
classifications; flash floods; severe weather safety tips;
reporting severe weather; and informational
handouts.
For registration or additional information, call (313)
745-4346 or (313) 596-5560.

Recreation Centers Hosting
Future Leaders in Progress
Late Night Program
For 17 - 24 Year Olds
The Detroit Recreation Department will present the
second session of its Future Leaders in Progress
(FLIP) late night self development program. The
Future Leaders in Progress initiative is designed to
empower participants with skills effecting positive life
transformation for future success. The program is
open to young adults 17 to 24. The second session
kick off is January 24 and will be a ten-week session
ending on March 29. The free late night program is
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. two nights a week at the
following recreation centers:
Crowell Recreation Center, 16630 Lahser
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
313-628-2050

Heilmann Recreation Center, 19601 Crusade enter
off Brock St.
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
313-224-9334
Williams Recreation Center, 8431 Rosa Parks Blvd
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
313-628-2039
Activities include:
Basketball Skills and Drills and League Play
Electronic Gaming
Hip Hop, Ballroom, and Zumba Dance Instruction
Boxing Instruction, Swimming, Exercise and Weight
Room Activities
Job Preparation and support
Basic Graphic Design Instruction
Healthy Living Workshops
Money management, credit repair and
entrepreneurship workshops
GED and College preparedness and mentoring
Create your own success workshops
For more information, go to the Detroit Recreation
Department Web site at www.detroitmi.gov/
recreation, contact the center, or call the FLIP hotline
at 313-224-1121.

Institute for
Population Health
to Host Class
on Pain Assessment
Treatment and
Challenges
The Institute for Population Health (IPH) will host a
continuing education class on pain assessment,
treatment, and challenges at 8904 Woodward Ave.
The presentation will be offered March 11, March
18, and March 25 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
The presentation is aimed at nurses, social workers,
and other health care professionals. It is approved
for 1.0 Contact Hours for Nurses and Social Workers
continuing education. The cost is $20.

Reserve your spot by calling (313) 309-9430 Ext.
1302 or at yshu-byas@ipophealth.org no later than
one day prior to the class you plan to attend.

Sherwood Forest Association
Meeting of the Board of Directors
January 13, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Tandy, Gail
Rodwan, Steve Perkins, April Baker, Christine
Jackson, Al Lewis, Luther Bradley, Shirley Jackson,
Dina Ridley, Karen White, and Marcia Baum
The meeting was called to order by President, Kim
Tandy, at the home of Dina Ridley at 7:30 p.m.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: It was moved by
Shirley Jackson and supported by Karen White that
the December, 2013, board meeting minutes be
approved as presented. Motion passed.

Kim Tandy will prepare a crime incident report
after contact with the 12 Precinct.
.
Street Snow removal: Marcia Baum reported
that street snow plowing service was provided on the
2nd and 6th of January. The unusual amount of
snow as well as the expanded timing of the snowfall
made it a challenge not experienced for many
decades. An article regarding the street snow
removal process including a reminder to remove all
vehicles and trash containers from the street to allow
for curb to curb service will be included in the next
TATTLER.

TREASURES’S REPORT:
Treasurer, April
Baker, presented the December, 2013, treasurer’s
report for both the Sherwood Forest Association and
the Public Safety Security Patrol. All accounts are
balanced and in order. It was moved by Luther
Bradley and supported by Gail Rodwan that the
treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Motion
passed.
PRESIDENTS REPORT: Kim Tandy began a
review of annual committee goals that were set at
the beginning of the year.
.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Public Safety Security Patrol:
Maurice
Telesford sent a report that gave board members
additional time to contact residents regarding patrol
subscriber’s retention issues. He also suggested a
“door to door” effort to better understand the
rationale from those that did not renew their
membership.

New Residents/Welcoming:
New residents
welcoming committee, Gail Rodwan, Shirley
Jackson, Dina Ridley and Karen White report that
they will be visiting with five new neighbors. Block
captains were asked to survey their blocks to identify
additional new residents.

Property Maintenance and Vacant Homes:
Chair, Al Lewis, reported that he will distribute flyers
asking that neighbors adhere to trash container
guidelines regarding times for putting the containers
out prior to collection dates. He will also prepare a
flyer to be used as needed for neighbors who need
reminders regarding exterior property maintenance.

will include an article about the holiday luminaries
and caroling.

Block Captains and Social Events: Co-chairs
Luther Bradley and Christine Jackson thanked Block
Captains and board volunteers Dina Ridley, Karin
White and her daughter along with Shirley Jackson,
Christine Jackson’s husband, Steve Perkins and Gail
Rodwan for their role in making the annual luminary
display and holiday events such a success

Marcia Baum
Secretary

Efforts to recruit additional Block Captains will focus
on community projects and an enhanced
communication system. Next TATTLER will include
an article explaining the role and responsibilities of
Block Captains.
Dina Ridley and Steve Perkins led a discussion of
potential adult and youth events. In addition to
Sherwood Forest events, there will be a number of
events sponsored by the People for Palmer Park.
Board members were asked to submit suggestions to
Dina and Steve who will prepare a “mini calendar of
events in preparation for an e-mailing or mass post
card shortly after the February board meeting.
Parks and Reforestation: Chair, Karen White,
reported that she met with Brantley Development
LLC to renew the 2013 lawn and landscape service
contract for maintenance of the passive parks for the
2014 season. The contract will be reviewed by Legal
Committee chair, Gail Rodwan, prior to signing.
Vacant Homes: Gail Rodwan reported that she
maintains a current list of vacant homes and asks for
help with the identification process. Block Captains
were asked to revisit the task of identification of
homes on their blocks.
TATTLER: Publisher Shirley Jackson thanked Gail
Rodwan and Karen White for their help with editing.
In addition to the topics mentioned above, Shirley

There being no further business the meeting was
adjourned at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

