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Happy Holidays To All . . .
Holiday Luminaries Set To Grace Sherwood
Forest Walkways
Once again, Sherwood Forest Association
block captains will distribute materials for
the creation of luminaries
to residents during the
weekend of December 11
- 13. This signature way
of acknowledging the
holiday season became a
Sherwood Forest tradition
several decades ago. The
custom was revived three
year s ago for a new
generation of neighbors.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org

This year’s display is set for Sunday,
December 20.
Neighbors are asked to
place their luminaries
on sidewalks and light
them at 5:30 pm. The
candles will burn for
three to four hours.
According to historical
sources, the tradition of
placing sand-filled paper
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bags along roadsides began in sixteenth century Spain as
a means to assist people in finding their way to midnight
mass during the festival of Las Posadas. The custom
spread to Mexico and the United States. Today,
luminaries are used by people around the world to mark
celebrations of every variety including. family reunions,
dinner parties, births and weddings,
If you plan to be away on December 20, please ask a
neighbor to set up your display. Residents have
traditionally worked together to help neighbors who are
away from home on that day or in need of assistance for
other reasons.
Our luminary display is non-sectarian. It is our hope that
neighbors will use it to commemorate a variety of beliefs
and traditions. However, whatever the custom, this time
of year, typically, is a celebration of our common
humanity when we can make a collective statement about
the unique sense of community that exists in Sherwood
Forest.

Our goal is 100% participation.

December 20 Schedule
5:30 pm

Light luminaries

6:00 pm

Holiday Meet and Greet
at the home of Kim and
William Tandy, 19405
Renfrew

6:30 pm

Caroling in the
neighborhood

7:00 pm

Join carolers on the
Livernois business strip.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING
LUMINARIES
1.

Supplies: Paper bags, sand (or soil), small candle, fireplace lighter

2.

Fold down top of paper bag approximately three inches to give the
bag stability.

3.

Pour about four inches of sand or soil into each bag.

4.

Place the candle in the center of the sand/soil, making sure it is
firmly placed and standing straight.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Volunteers of
all ages helped
us package
luminary
materials in
record time.
Thanks to
everyone who
gave up
personal time
to help.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Sherwood Forest Board Elects
Officers For 2016
By Juli Stephens

After the election of new Sherwood Forest Association board members in May (typically at the
annual neighborhood meeting and potluck dinner), the Board elects officers from among their 15
members. The election is held in October or November. Newly elected officers are Maurice
Telesford, President; Karen White, Vice President; Christine Jackson, Secretary and April Alford,
Treasurer. With the exception of Christine Jackson, all held their offices during the previous term. In
this issue, we’ll focus on Maurice and Christine. What follows are their responses to questions I
raised in interviews with the two.
INTERVIEW: Maurice Telesford, President, SFA Board
1) As president of the board of directors,
what do you hope to accomplish?

2) What special skills do you bring to the
board?
From my background as an educator, some of my
strengths are building relationships and planning.
Teaching is all about building strong relationships with
students and I feel that can be said about accomplishing
any endeavor that involves a group. I hope
that residents and our Board would echo
this, but I try in earnest to build
relationships with individuals on our Board
and in the neighborhood that are based on
trust and respect. Having a foundation of
trust and respect allows us to work through
difficult problems knowing we all want
what is best for Sherwood Forest even when
we disagree on the path to get there.

I believe our number one focus as a neighborhood has
to be safety. Making our neighborhood safe includes
having good communication with our neighbors and
patrol about security incidents, making
sure we do our best to keep the roads
safe after snow falls as well as continuing
to reduce the number of vacant homes
in Sherwood Forest.
Seeing our
neighborhood become one of the first
Special Assessment Districts in the city
will be a step towards improving our
security and snow removal and I hope
that we are able to sustain the
momentum that we have established in
reducing the number of vacant homes
Maurice Telesford
in Sherwood Forest.
I also place a high value on creating opportunities for
neighbors to get to know each other.
Our
neighborhood is stronger and safer when residents on
each block know their neighbors. To that end, we will
continue to have social events and make sure that we
are connecting with the constant stream of new
residents moving into Sherwood Forest.
We are
encouraging each block to have a block social this year
in an effort to make sure that we get to know our
neighbors.

The only way that our neighborhood can
truly become the best Sherwood Forest
possible is by strategically planning for the
long-term. Change never happens overnight, especially
when working with a city as large as ours.
By
developing a game plan, committing to it and
understanding who the critical role players are in
pursuing our goals, we have been able to quickly
accomplish some long-standing goals for our
neighborhood.
Although we may not be able to
continue the rate of pace of achieving large milestones
every year (lighting, Special Assessment, etc.), if we
continue effective strategic planning, there is no goal too
large for our neighborhood to accomplish.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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3) What has surprised you about the
Board?

myself and other people and it gives me projects that
are meaningful to work on.

I have been surprised by the way our Board is able to
mesh different personalities, skill sets and ideas on how
to accomplish our goals successfully. I have never served
on a Board as large as ours and I am continually
surprised and impressed with how well we can put our
minds together to come up with creative solutions for
our neighborhood.

5) What keeps you busy outside of your
position as an executive officer of the
board?

4) Why did you agree to take on the office?
I joined the Board because I felt there was an
opportunity to help improve our neighborhood. I very
much appreciate the work that the volunteers on past
Boards and the current Board have put into
maintaining and improving our neighborhood. I would
feel bad benefiting from the hard work of others and
not contributing myself. I knew I had the time to
volunteer, so I decided to test out being a vacant home
monitor and then volunteered for a Board position
when an opening presented itself.
After serving on the Board for a few years as the social
chair and Vice President, I wanted to use some of the
skills that I mentioned before to lead the board and our
neighborhood to new heights. I also really enjoy
learning new things and working on projects. Being the
President of our Board certainly teaches me a lot about

I work as a physics teacher in the Ferndale Public
Schools and I am also the President of the Ferndale
Education Association, our teacher's union. When I am
not working on tasks for our neighborhood association,
I am generally, grading papers, making lesson plans or
doing union work.

6) What hobbies or leisure interests do you
enjoy?
Recently, I've been trying to work out more. I try to
swim 4-5 times per week and do regular light weight
lifting. My wife and I enjoy gardening in the summer
and are still harvesting vegetables from our garden. I
thoroughly enjoy most sports and outdoor activities and
I hope to start bee keeping in the next few years. And
though my handicap doesn't show it, I am an avid golfer
and frequently play at nearby golf courses. My
wife and I really enjoy traveling as well preferably to
tropical climates in close proximity to the ocean.

INTERVIEW: Christine Jackson, Secretary, SFA Board
1) What do you hope to accomplish?
My primary focus and goal is to build on
the legacy and strength that the
Sherwood Forest Association represents,
while improving and increasing our
political influence and social activism for
leading and achieving a greater positive
impact on Detroit.

As an experienced community activist and political
organizer, my ability to interact and
communicate with government entities,
politicians, and businesses will greatly
enhance our organization and effectively
contribute to the accomplishment of SFA
goals and initiatives.

3) What has surprised you, so
far, about your service on the
board?

2) What special skills do you
bring to the board?

The most surprising thing, so far, is the
Christine Jackson

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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enthusiasm demonstrated at each board of directors’
meeting. It amazes me to see that SFA board members
are just as passionate about serving in their committee
roles as I am. I know that this is a good thing for our
community.

4) Why did you agree to take on the role of
secretary?
I knew there would be a big void after the retirement
of our long time SFA secretary, Marcia Baum, and that
it would be quite a challenge to replace such a giant.
However, we still needed to record votes, keep meeting
minutes and other duties. So, knowing that I am a very
punctual person and committed to having exemplary
board attendance, I accepted the challenge for such a
task.

5) What keeps you busy outside of your
position as an officer of the board?

I am a wife, mother and political consultant who enjoys
spending time with family and friends. In addition, I
coordinate the work of block captains in my other role
as Co-chair of the Block Captain Committee,
volunteer at neighborhood cleanups and monitor
vacant houses in Sherwood Forest.

6) What hobbies or leisure interests do you
have?
In my spare time, I enjoy gardening, the arts and
music.

7) What is your favorite book?
Among my favorite stories is one I consider timeless
and applicable to any era or generation. I know that it
helps me maintain societal balance in the midst of ever
increasing social perceptions and expectations. The
author, Guy De Maupassant titles the book, The
Necklace.

SPECIAL NOTE:
Consistent with SFA Bylaws, Phillip Caldwell,II was appointed to
the board of directors to fill a vacancy created by the resignation of
Allen Lewis. He assumed his seat on September 14, 2015. See full
article on page 9,

Let It Snow!!
Neighborhood Snow Shovelers Needed

We’ve already seen our first significant snowfall, and we
know more is coming. Thanks to the dues we pay, our
streets are plowed. But the sidewalks and driveways are
each homeowner’s legal responsibility. Some of us love to
get out there and shovel. It’s free exercise! The snow is
beautiful! There is another camp that would rather sit by
the fire and hire someone to take care of the white stuff.
Perhaps you are on an extended vacation and need to
keep the walkways cleared. Maybe the flu bug hits, or you
sprained your ankle, and you just don’t have the energy to
shovel. Under those circumstances, you need help.
Are you that someone looking to make extra money
and help out your Sherwood Forest neighbor? If you are
a neighborhood teen, or someone with extra time who
enjoys shoveling, send your contact information to Juli
Stephens, julis1111@aol.com. We will do our best to
pair shovelers with homeowners. We will make sure the
shoveler’s contact information is published in future Tattler
editions as well as our Sherwood Forest e-mail
communications.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Sherwood Splendor
These lovely photographs
were taken by longtime resident
Gordon Rodwan
after last month’s early snowfall.
Their artistry and quiet beauty
are poetic reminders
of the simple majesty
that nature provides us here in
Sherwood Forest.
“Look deep into nature and then
you will understand everything
better.”
Albert Einstein

“The first fall of snow is not only an
event, it is a magical event. You go
to bed in one kind of a world and
wake up in another quite diﬀerent,
and if this is not enchantment then
where is it to be found?”
J.B. Priestley

Gordon Rodwan is a photographer
and author whose work is well-known
in artistic and literary circles. His most
recent publication, a collaborative
endeavor with his son, John, is titled
Detroit Is. The book is available on
Amazon.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Snow-Free
Streets
Require
CommunityWide
Cooperation
Gail Rodwan
Your Sherwood Forest Association dues pay for
street snow removal whenever a snowfall reaches
four inches or more. Our snow removal chairperson,
Chaundra Haynes, determines the depth of the snow;
the snow truck comes only after she has called for
service. It is our hope that we soon will become a
Special Assessment District, which
should enable us to have the funds to
call for service even before a snowfall
reaches four inches.
Before snow plows come into the
neighborhood, we need to get all
vehicles off our streets. Snow plowing
is not effective when there are cars parked at the
curbs. Our snow removal contractor gives us an
approximate arrival time.
We then notify the
neighborhood by email that the trucks are coming.
If you see a neighbor’s vehicle on the street, it may
mean that your neighbor does not read email
regularly. Please contact your neighbor and ask him
or her to move the vehicle right away. Guests’ and

contractors’ cars need to be moved as well. We will
be so much happier with the results if the plow truck
driver is able to plow curb to curb.
Please do not ask the driver to plow the bottom of
your driveway. We do not pay for that service, and
the cost would be prohibitive for the Sherwood
Forest Association. We recognize that it is an
inconvenience to have to clear the bottom of your
driveway once the truck has gone down the street.
However, that responsibility falls on individual
homeowners.
Our streets will be cleaner and safer if we keep all
drains clear throughout the winter. First, when there
is little or no snow on the ground, check your block
and make sure you know where all drains are located
so you can find the drains after a snowfall.
Then check periodically to make sure the drains on
your block are not covered with ice, snow or debris.
Many of our neighborhood drains are clogged now.
If we allow the situation to get worse, melting
snow will have nowhere to go and will
freeze and re-freeze on our streets. On
my block, one of our neighbors has
generously assumed responsibility for
clearing off our drains throughout the
winter. It makes a big difference in the
condition of our street!
Sherwood Forest is beautiful in this season, but it
is frustrating to travel streets that are slippery and
clogged with snow. Let’s work with our snow
removal contractor to achieve consistent curb-tocurb snow removal this year. By developing the
habit of using garages and driveways, rather than
parking on the streets, we will make this community

REMEMBER: Drains clogged with
leaf- and debris-cause ice to build
up on our streets
Our Recommendation:

Clean drains now before
a major snowfall occurs.
www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Special Committee Studies Traffic
Flow
In Sherwood Forest
By Jim Renberg
Chair, Traffic Calming Committee
The Traffic Calming Committee of Sherwood Forest is
a volunteer-based group of neighborhood residents.
Our main goal is to review the traffic flow in and out of
the neighborhood and see if the data collected warrants
road flow improvements.
You may have noticed the road tubes that
were placed at three entry points into
Sherwood Forest at the beginning of
November. This is the latest work that has
been done to gather the information the City
of Detroit requires for any initiative that
involves road or street issues. We started
earlier this year by providing a survey that was
emailed and hand delivered when necessary
to residents of the neighborhood. The purpose of the
survey was to get feedback from residents on issues
pertaining to cars and excess traffic in Sherwood Forest.
Residents returned the surveys with information about

UPDATE:
Special
Assessment
District
Ordinance

speeding, running stop signs, cut-through traffic and
Livernois shoppers parking in Sherwood Forest. The
car-counting tubes were placed at the entry points that
neighbors identified as the spots where the most cutthrough traffic enters our neighborhood. At the same
time, at additional locations, neighborhood
volunteers did manual counts of cars entering
and exiting the neighborhood. All of the
information and data we collected is under review
by Maurice Cox, Director of Planning and
Development for the City of Detroit.
I will be meeting with Maurice Cox in coming
months to discuss what we have learned from the
data and what our next steps will be if the
Planning and Development Department determines
that traffic changes are warranted. I hope to provide
more detailed information in May at the 2016 Annual
Meeting of the Sherwood Forest Association.

The assessor's office determined that our petition drive was supported by 56% of
residents in the neighborhood defined as Sherwood Forest. Although this percentage
surpassed the threshold of 51% required by the ordinance, it represents fewer
residents than indicated by the 298 signatures we submitted. Regrettably,
signatures for some parcels were not counted because the owner of record
is deceased and official transfer of ownership had not yet been completed.
The authenticated petitions now proceed to the Detroit City Council. The
decision as to whether Sherwood Forest is deemed a Special Assessment District
ultimately lies with that body of decision makers. Initially, the city will notify the
Sherwood Forest board as to when our petition will be presented to the Budget and
Finance Committee. Once approved in committee, the entire City Council will
consider adopting a resolution to authorize our special assessment. From there, our
neighborhood association will meet with the assessor's department to finalize the terms
of the assessment. If all goes as planned, the new assessment will appear on each
home owner’s summer 2016 tax bill as a separate line item.
In the meantime, after the holidays, the Sherwood Forest Association Board will
issue a formal Request for Proposals (RFP) to vet potential vendors for the
authorized services- mosquito abatement, snow removal and security- as outlined in
the ordinance.
www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Board President Fills Vacancy
In September of this year, Maurice Telesford,
Sherwood Forest Association President,
announced plans to appoint Phillip Caldwell,II
to a vacancy created when Allen Lewis, a
pillar of our community, announced that he
would vacate his seat on the board. Al has
been a tireless supported of community work
and is known throughout our neighborhood
for his leadership in planning and organizing
the spring and fall cleanups. Each year Al
and his wife Celeste hosted volunteers for
pre- and post-cleanup refreshments at
their Stratford home. Their kindness
and common sense approach to
neighborhood concerns will be missed
Phillip Caldwell,II, along with his wife Martina, a local

physician, and two daughters, moved to our neighborhood
two years ago and have quickly become valued
and involved community members.
Phillip chairs the Vacant Homes
Committee assuming that leadership
position at a pivotal time in our
history. He holds a Masters Degree in
Educational Administration with an
emphasis on Leadership, Policy and
Analysis and has work experience in a
variety of agencies associated with public
education including the Education
Achievement Authority, the University of
Michigan and the Michigan Department of
Education. We feel fortunate that he has
chosen to use his skills to support work in our
community.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Neighbor to Neighbor
Meet Gerald Dantzler
Good People Make Great Neighbors
By Karen White

Driving home from work one fall evening, I spotted our
Sherwood Forest neighbor, Gerald Dantzler, pulling an
extremely long water hose from his home on Sherbourne to
the vacant lot located at Seven Mile and Warrington.
Thrilled at the prospect of finally meeting the person who
has religiously maintained this huge piece of property, I
hopped out of my car, introduced myself and asked if I
could interview him for an article in the Tattler. Here is what
I learned:
Gerald, how long have you lived in
Sherwood Forest?
I have lived in the neighborhood for 32
years and read the Tattler regularly. As a
matter of fact for years I have been listed in
THIS OLD HOUSE. I am not sure if my
name is still there. For the past 10 years, I
have been attending most of the Sherwood
Forest events like the Meet and Greet and the
annual meeting.
What do you do for a living?
I have been in heating and cooling and
construction-mechanical. I have had my
mechanical license for a long time. In the past 25
years, I serviced residential homes, but I have done
some work commercially. Also, I worked for the
Board of Education, the City of Detroit and Blue
Cross Blue Shield.
Have you always maintained this vacant lot?
Yes! When I first moved in, I assisted community members
who worked hard to keep the corner attractive.
Dr.
Mayberry, my neighbor, was an orthodontist and for years
he mowed the grass wearing his suit and tie using only a
push mower. Can you imagine!?! He is now deceased. Mr.
Edwards from the University District drove over here and
planted flowers and also helped with the maintenance. I
don’t know what happened to him. In 1990, I started to be
more involved and since then I have added the boulders,
flowers and the gray moss. I water the greenery and cut the
grass throughout the summer, prune in the fall and clean-up

debris each spring. It’s a routine. Through the years,
numerous careless drivers – speeding down Seven Mile have jumped the curb riding on the land rather than the
road. One time a car plowed through the lot and even hit
my garage. I have always cleaned up the messes from these
accidents. When needed, I also cut the grass in front of the
cleaners.
All this

work! Who owns the plot of land?
For years, the Messiah Church owned
the lot. At one point in time, I met
with the pastor asking if I could buy
the land. At a meeting held at the
church with everyone there, I
presented my offer of $10,000;
however, the church members
rejected it. I think there was a
sentimental attachment to it. A
few years later, the economy
started to decline and the
church had a hard time
m e e t i n g t h e i r fi n a n c i a l
obligations. They ended up
losing the lot. It was sold to a
woman for $60. Finally - on
May 21, 2004 – I purchased the
lot from Cathy Strowder.

What attracted you to Sherwood Forest?
My parents moved into the neighborhood on Canterbury in
1979 across the street from the house with the tennis court.
My best friend, Jarrett, lived in that house with the tennis
court. We had many good times and great parties at that
home. It was back then, when I was just a kid, I told myself,
“I am going to have a house in Sherwood Forest.” And I did
in 1986! Recently my father died and my mother sold their
house on Canterbury.
Did you know, Gerald, that house with the
tennis court and all those fond memories is where I
live? You’re kidding! What a small world!

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Sherwood Forest
residents share a scary
good time at this year’s
Halloween celebration.

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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Make our communitydless attractive
an
to vandals thieves:

Park in your garage!
Meeting of the Sherwood
Forest Association Board of
Directors
October 12, 2015
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by Maurice Telesford at
the home of Shirley Jackson at 7:15 pm.
The minutes were approved as presented.
The treasurer’s report was presented. The approval of
the treasurer’s report was tabled and will be voted on at
the next meeting.
Special Assessment District Update - Currently we
have 230 signatures. We will continue to collect signatures
and, hopefully, turn them in to the City Clerk by October
31. The plan is for Sherwood Forest and Palmer Woods
to present their requests to council at the same tie.
2015-2016 Election of Board Officers - Kim Tandy
asked for nominations from the body:
There was one nomination for secretary: Christine
Jackson
One nomination for treasurer: April Alford
One nomination for vice president: Karen White
One nomination for president: Maurice Telesford
There was unanimous acceptance of the nominees.
The board officially accepted Michael Slater and Phillip
Caldwell,II as our two newest board members. There is
still one vacant board position. Current committee
members will be the source of nominations for that seat.
Committee Reports:
Events: Kim Tandy and Whitney McGoram will cochair this committee. Maurice Telesford has contacted
Lisa Funches and Wendy Baxter to inquire as their
readiness to host the Meet and Greets.
Chandra Haynes presented the agenda for the
Halloween Party that will take place at the home of
Kim and

William Tandy on October 31 from 2 pm - 4 pm.
Volunteers are asked to dress in costume. There will
be games and refreshments with prizes donated by
Whitney.
Communications: The next Tattler will be published at
the end of November. Gail Rodwan is seeking volunteers
to provide information for the weekly email report.
Security - A report was submitted. There was a question
about how often updates were provided. Mike Slater will
look into it.
Block Captains - No updates
Parks and Reforestation - Shirley Jackson had some
information from Greening of Detroit. She will send
information to Maurice Telesford. John Weted will seek a
proposal for leaf vacuuming.
Property Maintenance and Vacant Homes - John
will get the address of homes with the following issue to
Kim Tandy for follow up:
Homes have boats, campers and other illegally stored
vehicles in their yards. Three separate homes are
involved. John has issued reminder notices requesting the
owners remove the items.
Historic - Tiffany presented an agenda for the next
Historic Commission meeting.
Snow Removal - There was discussion as to whether we
would like to investigate other snow removal companies
for this season. Last year was problematic because of a
record snow fall and Brilar’s contract with the city of
Detroit. The city’s priority status caused Sherwood Forest
to to be given lower priority in that we are a call-in
customer. The advantage to remaining a Brilar customer
is our 10 year relationship with them. The company
services our community immediately after it has taken
care of its highest paying customers. Chaundra will
review quotes from other companies and present them at
a later meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Kimberly Tandy

www.sherwoodforestdetroit.org
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