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SEPTEMBER 12 MEET AND GREET
WILL BE AT THE ROSS HOME
ON SHREWSBURY
We had a great Meet and Greet in late June
at the beautiful Sherbourne home of
Deborah, Michael and Micah Hood. See
photos below of the party. Our thanks to the
Hoods for opening their home to Sherwood
Forest neighbors.
We had so much fun at the Hoods’ Meet and
Greet that we have scheduled another for
adults and young adults on September 12
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the home of
Teresina and Cordell Ross of 19530
Shrewsbury. Please bring a dish to share.
The Ross’s will provide soft drinks and
snacks; you are welcome to bring your own
alcoholic beverage. Mark your calendar
now, and we will see you there on
September 12!
If you have questions or would like to host
one of next year’s events at your home,
contact Dan Clarkson at 864-2399 or
events@sherwoodforestdetroit.org. It is not
too early to begin thinking about bringing
great people together for a good time at a
Meet and Greet in 2010.
PUT THE ‘NEIGHBOR’ BACK
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
By Gary Brown
Right now Detroit has far too many ‘hoods’
and not nearly enough neighbor-hoods.
Because once you take the neighbor out of
the ‘hood,’ what the residents are left with is
a dog-eat-dog existence where everyone
looks out only for themselves and no one

else. I say it’s time out for that in Detroit.
I say it’s time that Detroiters learn how to
become neighbors again.
Detroit is experiencing change, and I
strongly believe that all Detroiters must be
vigorous and active participants in that
change. Because no matter how good our
leaders are, they can only be as good and
strong as those who put them in leadership
positions in the first place. We may as well
face the fact that the revitalization and
rebuilding of Detroit will be a gargantuan
task, and it will be an impossible task if we
don’t all pull together and shoulder the load
collectively as a community.
What most of us should have realized by
now is that the cavalry is not coming to save
us, nor is anyone else. We can be grateful
for the stimulus funds that we have been
allotted by the Obama administration and
we all certainly appreciate President
Obama’s assistance, but the serious work of
rescuing our city is 100 percent up to us. If
we look to one another as neighbors, I am
confident that we are more than up to the
task.
In a neighborhood we look out for one
another. In a neighborhood we cut the
vacant lot next door, we cut our neighbor’s
grass while his/her lawn mower is in the
shop or at the very least we lend our own
mower if need be. In a neighborhood, when
everyone pitches in, the load is lighter for
everyone. Start a vacant house committee.
Find out who owns vacant property in the
community and hold that person, bank or

real estate company responsible for maintaining that
vacant property. Form a safety committee and get your
local community policing officer involved with helping
to educate your neighbors on safety precautions and
tips. Form a maintenance committee that ensures that
the vacant houses on your block and in your
neighborhood are boarded up and the lawns are cut. In
Sherwood Forest, we know how important these things
are because these are the very things we have been
doing.

issue. We thank the many residents who volunteered to
be block captains. There are just a few blocks not yet
covered. If you are interested in joining our dynamic
group of block captains, contact Luther at 313-8636669 or lutherbradley@gmail.com. Here are the blocks
where we still need volunteers:

In a neighborhood we set up a neighborhood watch
program, we organize the block that we live on, and we
encourage all our neighbors to participate for the good
of the neighborhood. Pay your dues to the neighborhood
association and play by the rules that are set up to keep
your neighborhood viable and your property values
stable. Don’t put your garbage container out too early,
bring it in on time, and place it out of sight in the
appropriate location. In Sherwood Forest, we do these
things every day.

Stratford between Cambridge and Roslyn

The more strong neighborhoods we build, the stronger
Detroit will be for all of us. Think of neighborhoods as
links in a chain; so long as all the links are strong
enough to hold, then the chain is in good shape. But it
only takes one faulty link to threaten the integrity of the
entire chain.
In other words, we’re all in this together. The majority
of us who still live in this city are either here because
we are committed Detroiters and we believe in our city
or because we could not afford to leave even if we
wanted to. We all know how many people have been
packing up and leaving this city every month, so we
may as well speak openly and honestly about this. But I
can also honestly say that if we all face what we’re up
against head-on, together as a community, then one day
there will be many more people wanting to become
Detroiters than ex-Detroiters.
Reach out to your neighbor.
BLOCK CAPTAIN SYSTEM UP
AND RUNNING
Under the leadership of Luther Bradley, we have
reestablished the block captain network. Each block
captain is in the process of meeting everyone on his or
her block to make sure that we have current
information, including email addresses, for all of our
residents. Residents now know that they have a
neighbor on the street to whom they can turn with
questions and concerns about any community-related

Canterbury between St Martins and Pembroke
Sherbourne between Berkeley and Warrington

This is a great stage for us. We are almost completely
staffed with captains. Can you serve as captain on one
of these remaining blocks?
The block captains met at the Lighthouse on Livernois
on the evening of July 16. One suggestion that came
out of their discussion was that we do not do enough to
highlight the many people in Sherwood Forest who
work quietly to keep this neighborhood running
smoothly and looking great. From that suggestion came
the idea for a new Tattler column, “Good News About
Good Neighbors.” Please send your nominations to
editor@sherwoodforestdetroit.org. Tells us briefly
about a good neighbor and what he or she is doing to
make Sherwood Forest a great place to live. We will
publish a public thank-you to one or more of these good
neighbors in each edition of the Tattler, beginning with
this edition.
GOOD NEWS ABOUT GOOD NEIGHBORS
We had two nominations to kick off our “Good News”
column this month. A big thank-you to these two
longtime residents who have done so much to make
Sherwood Forest a very special place:
Catherine Mayberry:
Catherine Mayberry of
Sherbourne has long served on the Welcoming
Committee of the Sherwood Forest Association. She is
the person who greets each new resident with a tray of
her home-baked goodies (you haven’t eaten a brownie
until you have eaten a Catherine Mayberry brownie . . .
or cookie . . . or lemon tart). One new neighbor
reported that when she told her colleagues at work
about the welcoming tray from Catherine, one of her
colleagues responded, “I don’t believe you.
Neighborhoods like that don’t exist anymore.” Well,
Sherwood Forest does, with many thanks to Catherine.

Ernest Thompson: Ernest Thompson lives on
Warrington, and he always makes sure that his block
looks great. Ernest is a talented gardener, and he does
not confine his talents to his own yard. This summer
Ernest has been maintaining the small pocket park
where Chesterfield dead-ends at Warrington. He had to
replant flowers in that park five times because his
flowers were so irresistible that someone kept walking
away with them. (We think the fifth time was the
charm. The flowers remain in place.) Ernest was not
deterred by these setbacks. He is committed to keeping
Sherwood Forest looking beautiful.
A REMINDER ABOUT POLITICAL SIGNS
A Detroit City Ordinance bans campaign signs on
public property. This means that no political signs are to
be placed in our pocket parks, around our Sherwood
Forest signs or at the entrances to our neighborhood.
Campaign signs may be posted on private property only
with permission of the owner of the property. Under the
ordinance, there is a presumption that the candidate
authorized the illegal placement of signage. Violators
can be fined up to $500.
HISTORIC TAX CREDITS
Did you know that Sherwood Forest is recognized by
the state of Michigan as a local historic district?
Historic designation helps preserve the character of our
neighborhood and the value of our homes for
generations to come. It also means certain restrictions
on renovation projects, in order to maintain this
distinctive character.
The good news is that Sherwood Forest residents are
eligible for a 25% tax credit for rehabilitation expenses
when they follow the guidelines. That’s a tax CREDIT,
not a tax deduction—meaning that, for example,
$40,000 in eligible work means a $10,000 rebate!
Eligible expenses include both exterior and interior
projects (even kitchens and bathrooms), and must
amount to at least 10% of the home’s SEV. (SEV means
“State Equalized Value,” which is roughly 50% of the
home’s true market value—thus, for example, on a
$200,000 house the SEV should be $100,000 and the
eligible work would have to equal at least $10,000.)
Work must be approved by the State Historic
Preservation Office.

You can find out much more about the program here:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/hal/mhc_shpo_09
_Brochure_272401_7.pdf
Sherwood Forest board member John Corvino has been
through the process twice, including once for his recent
kitchen renovation, and is happy to answer questions
about it. You can reach him at 313-861-0979.
You can also contact the State Historic Preservation
Office at 517-373-1631, or the Detroit Historic District
Commission at 313-224-6536. Note that you should
always contact the Detroit Historic District Commission
if you’re thinking about renovations that will impact the
exterior appearance of your home—especially roofs,
windows, or paint—even if you’re not planning on
applying for tax credits. They are a helpful resource that
can save you from headaches down the road.
Remember: preserving your home’s historic character
doesn’t merely enhance its value or the neighborhood’s
ambience—it can also mean substantial tax rebates!
GRANDMONT COMMUNITY ARTS
AND CRAFTS FAIR
Our friends in the Grandmont Community have
extended a special invitation to Sherwood Forest
residents to attend their annual Arts and Crafts Fair on
Sunday, September 20, 2009, from noon to 7:00 p.m.
The location of the fair is Longacre Street, east of the
Southfield Freeway between Grand River and
Schoolcraft. There will be jazz and food, along with the
arts and crafts, and proceeds will fund a scholarship for
a fine arts or performing arts student in the Grandmont
Community.
STOP DELIVERY
Remember that there are three ways to request that
Valassis Communications stop delivery of weekly
advertisements in yellow wrappers: 1) Call Kris Collin
at 734-957-0255. If you do not reach her, you may
leave a voice mail message; 2) Email
klcollin@valassis.com; 3) Send a letter to Valassis
Communications, Att. Kris Collin, 8200 Haggerty
Road, Belleville, MI 48111. If you would like those
yellow bags to disappear from your porch, call, email or
write today.

AS OF JULY 1, CITY OF DETROIT HAS REDUCED SOLID WASTE FEE BY 20 PERCENT
Detroit residents are seeing a 20-percent reduction in the amount we pay for solid waste. The City of Detroit
Department of Public Works (DPW) has reduced the solid waste fee for residents from $300 to $240 per year and from
$150 to $120 per year for seniors and hardship cases. The fees have been reduced because DPW has been successful in
reducing its costs for the collection and disposal of trash.
The solid waste fee covers the cost of all municipal solid waste operations, such as recycling, trash collection, curbside
bulk trash pickup, processing and disposal.

SHERWOOD FOREST ASSOCIATION
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 8, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Gail Rodwan, John Corvino, Scott Wilson, Kim Tandy, Gary Brown, Susan McMillan,
Robert Gold, Catherine Mayberry, Dan Clarkson, and Marcia Baum

Call to Order at 7:45 p.m. by President Tandy at the home of John Corvino.
II.

Reading / Distribution of the Minutes of April 13, 2009. It was moved by Gail Rodwan and supported by Gary Brown that
the minutes be approved as presented. Motion passed.

III.

Treasurer’s Report. Sue McMillan presented the Treasurer’s Report. It was moved by Gary Brown and supported by
John Corvino that the Treasurer’s Report be approved as presented. Motion passed.

IV.

President’s Report/Correspondence
Correspondence:
•

V.

The City of Detroit along with The Friends of the Detroit River, Green Acres Civic Association, Palmer Woods
Association and University Commons Organization are presenting the Palmer Park Green Art Fair on Sunday,
June 28, 2009 from 2:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Committee Reports:
A.

Real Estate/Community Representative
•

B.

Valerie Leigh distributed the June, 2009, Sherwood Forest listing of Active, Pending Sale and Sold
Residential Properties in the Multi-Listing System.

Vacant Home Projects
•

Gail Rodwan reported that neighbor volunteer vacant home monitors (VHM) have been identified for
each vacant home in Sherwood Forest. Kim Tandy will contact neighbors who expressed interest in
joining the newly-created Vacant Home Committee.

•

Home Tour: University Commons and the 12th Precinct Neighborhood Coalition will conduct a vacant
home tour.

C.

Communication/Tattler Gail Rodwan is preparing the next Tattler and asked Board members to submit articles
within the next few days.

D.

New Residents/Welcoming

VI.

•

Catherine Mayberry reported that she delivered a welcome tray of home baked treats along with SFA
literature to a new resident on Roslyn. In addition, she left welcome cards for neighbors who have
recently purchased homes but have not yet moved in.

•

Gary Brown will send letters to new residents who need a reminder to cut their grass.

E.

Public Safety Scott Wilson presented a summary of patrol public safety activity for the month of June. The
Board discussed strategy for patrol service hours.

F.

Meet and Greet/Social Cultural Dan Clarkson reported that there are three Meet and Greet events scheduled for
the balance of the year. The next event will be hosted by the Hood Family on Sherbourne in June. The Board
approved a Meet and Greet budget for 2009.

G.

Property Maintenance/City Services Scott Wilson and Gary Brown reported that they will continue to monitor
front yards.

H.

Parks and Reforestation/Detroit Historic Commission (DHC) John Corvino will produce an article for the Tattler
explaining DHC guidelines along with opportunities and resources available for homeowners. John will also meet
with Susan McBride from DHC to establish a working relationship to make it easier for homeowners to work with
DHC. John has volunteered to serve as a resource to answer questions regarding DHC matters. He plans to send
a letter offering his services to new homeowners.

New Business
•

A neighborhood garage sale is being organized. Gail will include information on the event in the next Tattler.

There being no further business, the meeting be adjourned at 9:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia Baum, Secretary

