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"Summer is the time when one sheds one's tensions with 

one's clothes, and the right kind of day is jeweled balm 

for the battered spirit. A few of those days and you can 

become drunk with the belief that all's right with the 

world."   

 

  - - - Ada Louise Huxtable 

 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING HELD  

AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 

Residents came out in force to attend the 

annual meeting of the Sherwood Forest 

Association on Tuesday, May 10 at All 

Saints Church on West Seven Mile Road. 

The meeting featured updates on issues of 

interest to Sherwood Forest. As always, 

there were opportunities for discussion 

and residents were invited to accept 

leadership roles on the board and on our 

standing committees.  

 

Notably, the meeting was attended by new 

residents who made their presence known 

and added positively to the assembly. 

Attending, as well, were neighbors from 

close by communities, Palmer Woods and 

Green Acres Woodward.  

 

Residents and guests shared a bountiful 

potluck feast and were warmed by 

neighborly fellowship during the 

traditional social hour. State representative 

Jimmy Womack greeted the gathering and 

reiterated his pledge to actively support 

programs that strengthen Detroit. City 

Council President Pro Tem Gary Brown, a 

long time resident of Sherwood Forest, 

spoke passionately about the council’s 

mission to reduce the city’s deficit through  

 

cuts in spending. He called on his 

neighbors to support council’s position 

that great sacrifices are needed to avoid 

the appointment of an emergency financial 

manager. Recently enacted Michigan law 

allows the governor to name such an 

individual to administer operations in 

cases where he determines that a city is 

unable to manage its fiscal affairs. Brown 

said such appointments negate the election 

of city officials as well as contract 

agreements negotiated with employees.  

 

On a lighter note, new residents 

introduced themselves and were welcomed 

to our community by Kim Tandy, 

President of the Sherwood Forest 

Association. 

 
 

NEIGHBORS TEAM UP  

FOR ANNUAL SPRUCE UP 

 

On May 21, an energetic and dedicated 

group of residents gathered at the home of 

Allen and Celeste Lewis on Stratford 

Road. The group’s mission was clear: 

collect leaves and rubbish that had 

accumulated over the winter in passive 

parks and vacant homes. So, armed with 

rakes, bags, assorted toddlers and even a 

few canine friends, the stalwart group of 

volunteers embarked to carry out their 

assignments.  Great weather and a shared 

sense of purpose encouraged the 

volunteers to work through the morning 

and into the early afternoon.  

 

At the conclusion of the cleanup, the 

group returned to Al and Celeste’s house 

for hot dogs, soft drinks and camaraderie.  



CREATING CURB APPEAL INVOLVES 

CLEANING CURB AREA 

 

Maintaining a home’s appearance seems especially 

important during spring and summer when far more 

people venture out to enjoy the warmth that settles in 

after a reclusive winter. Sherwood Forest residents 

take special pride in preserving lawns and planting 

flowers and shrubs to enhance the beauty of our 

historic neighborhood.  

 

Each day, scores of cars and walkers as well as 

landscape crews pass through our neighborhood. 

Most leave our streets as they find them. However, 

some leave litter and debris behind. With city 

services on the decline, it is the responsibility of 

homeowners to pay special attention to curb areas 

and make certain that they are swept when lawns are 

cut or trimmed. Doing so will ensure that eyes remain 

focused on your landscape and not on the trash 

collecting at the curb. 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY COMMONS HOSTS  

“BAKER’S DOZEN”  

HOMEBUYERS TOUR 

 

On Saturday, June 25, 2011, University Commons 

will partner with thirteen neighborhood associations 

in presenting a tour of northwest Detroit 

communities. In addition to Sherwood Forest, 

neighborhoods involved in the tour are Bagley, 

Blackstone, Detroit Golf Club, Fitzgerald, 

Greenacres, Greenwich Park, Martin Park, Oak 

Grove, Palmer Woods, Pilgrim Village, University 

District and Winship communities.  

 

The neighborhoods featured have old-stock 

housing with crafted brick and woodwork, 

molded plaster, parquet floors, stained and 

beveled glass windows. These neighborhoods are 

notable for attractive community features, such 

as cultural, educational and community events, 

citizen patrols, and  diverse, growing local 

business districts. Highlights on the tour are 

Baker’s Keyboard Lounge, Windmill Farmer’s 

Market, along with focus on annual community 

events including fairs, parades, and music 

festivals. Event organizers place special emphasis 

on the proximity of Palmer Park’s exercise 

circuit and golf course to many of the 

communities included on the tour.  
 

Saturday, June 25, 2011 

12:00 noon – 4:00 pm 

Buses will leave from Windmill Market, 

at the corner of Livernois  

and the Lodge Freeway. 
 

To register call 313-861-9626 

or send email to kimtandy@universitycommonsdetroit.org 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE HONORS  

LOCAL COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS 

 
BY KIM TANDY 

Board President, Sherwood Forest Association 

Executive Director, University Commons 

 

University Commons’ ―Unsung Heroes‖ Reception is 

planned as an occasion to show appreciation to 

residents who spend many hours working to develop 

and enhance their communities. 12 Neighborhood 

Associations have submitted the names of dedicated 

individuals who will receive recognition from the 

City of Detroit, Wayne County, their individual 

neighborhood associations and University Commons. 

Sherwood Forest residents Gail Rodwan, Gordon 

Rodwan and Ernest Thompson will be honored at the 

event. The three are tireless supporters of our 

community who selflessly contribute their time and 

expertise to advance neighborhood concerns.  

Businesses that have made a positive impact on the 

stability of their communities will be recognized, as 

well. 

 

 
 

 

The special recognition event is set for June 25, 2011, 

from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The event will include a 

strolling buffet and will serve as a fundraiser for 

University Commons and the neighborhood 

associations it serves.  Tickets are set at $30.  

 



For additional information call Kim Tandy: 433-

3549 (University Commons)   

 

 

GOOD NEWS ABOUT GOOD NEIGHBORS 
 

BY GAIL RODWAN 

 

On May 25, torrential rains left many Sherwood 

Forest streets flooded.  Particularly hard-hit was 

Shrewsbury, where water came up over curbs and 

sidewalks and into front yards.  Storm drains were 

clogged up and down the street.  OTIS HOLT went 

out in waders, a long raincoat and a rain hat and 

methodically went about the job of unclogging the 

drains.  Within minutes, the water receded.  

 

 
 

 

This is just one small example of why OTIS HOLT 

is our Good Neighbor of the month.  He routinely 

shows small kindnesses that add up to big kindnesses 

to the people on his block.  He always is ready to 

pitch in and help solve a neighborhood problem. 

 

Three years ago, Otis and his wife Christina bought a 

gem of a house that had been vacant for several 

years.  With love and attention and lots of hard work, 

they have brought that house back to life.  With their 

children Olivia and Otis, they remind us all what it 

means to be good neighbors. 

 

Our congratulations and thanks to OTIS HOLT.  

 

 

 

MEET OUR NEWEST  

(AND MOST UNUSUAL) NEIGHBOR 

 

Scott Wilson, our real life, flesh and blood ―human‖ 

neighbor took this picture of what he describes as a 

wild turkey hen out for a leisurely stroll on a pleasant 

Friday morning in April. Others have reported seeing 

the bird, as well.  

 

 

 
 

 

So, just in case some enterprising citizen begins 

imagining that tasty wild turkey might be a singular 

treat, we offer this poem by Benjamin Zephaniah to 

cool any summer yearnings for a convenient holiday 

treat this winter: 

 
―. . . Be nice to yu turkey dis Christmas  

Invite dem indoors fe sum greens  

Let dem eat cake an let dem partake  

In a plate of organic grown beans,  

Be nice to yu turkey dis Christmas  

An spare dem de cut of de knife,  

Join Turkeys United an dey'll be delighted  

An yu will mek new friends 'FOR LIFE'.‖  

 

 



DETROIT PROGRAMS 

  

TARGET CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

 
 

There is an abundance of programs offered by the 

City of Detroit to serve residents this summer and 

fall. Listed below are some of the activities designed 

to support family needs: 

 

2011 HART PLAZA SCHEDULE 

 

 Fireworks  - June 27  

 Arab & Chaldean Festival - July 30 – 31   

 Ribs and Soul R&B Jazz Fest – August 5  – 7  

 Jazzing on the Plaza – August 12 – 14  

 African World Festival  - August 19 – 21
 
   

 Detroit International Jazz Festival  - 

September 3  – 5   

 Mega March for Animals  - October 2 

 

COOL OFF THIS SUMMER AT A  

RECREATION DEPARTMENT POOL 

 

As the summer heats up, the Recreation Department 

has a number of pool locations to keep you cool. 

 

Outdoor Pools 

 

Open June 20 from noon - 8 p.m. daily. 

 

 Gatliff Pool – Palmer Park  

(Merrill Plaisance off Seven Mile near 

Woodward) 

 

 Brennan Pool – Rouge Park  

(Plymouth at Rouge Drive) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Indoor Pools 

 
Adams/Butzel Complex  

 

10500 Lyndon  (313) 628-0990 

 

Heilmann Recreation 

Center  

19601 Crusade  (313) 224-9334 

Kemeny Recreation 

Center  

2260 S. Fort   (313) 628-0957 

Lipke Recreation 

Center  

19320 Van Dyke  (313) 628-0937 

Patton Recreation 

Center  

2301 Woodmere   (313) 628-2000 

Williams Recreation 

Center  

8431 Rosa Parks  (313) 628-2039 

Young Recreation 

Center  

2751 Robert 

Bradby Dr. 

(313) 628-0995 

   

  

 
ENJOY EXCITING ACTIVITIES ON BELLE 

ISLE THIS SUMMER 

 

Belle Isle is a fabulous summertime destination.  

Experience some of the wonderful summer activities 

taking place on Belle Isle this summer: 

 

Belle Isle Beach and Waterslide 

You can stay cool by taking a plunge on the 

Belle Isle Water Slide, open daily from noon - 

8 p.m. from June 10 through Labor Day. 

Enjoy the slide all day for only $3. However, 

if you enjoy the feel of sand between your 

toes, then head for the Belle Isle Beach, 

which is also staffed from June 10 through 

Labor Day. 

 

Movies in the Park  

Bring your snacks, your blanket and a chair to 

the Belle Isle Band Shell for a movie for the 

entire family to enjoy on the following 

Thursdays -- June 16, June 30, July 7 and July 

14. 

 

Summer Jamz on the Beach 

Take in some cool jamz on the Belle Isle 

Beach on Sundays from 6 – 8 p.m. on July 17, 

24 and 31 and August 7, 14 and 21. 



Paddle Boats 

Belle Isle visitors can take a paddleboat ride 

on Lake Takoma. Paddleboats are available 

for rent at the Flynn Pavilion on the south side 

of the island near the Casino June 22 through 

Labor Day, Wednesday - Sunday from noon - 

8 p.m.  Paddleboat rides are $5 for 30 

minutes. 

 

Ride the Giant Slide 

The ever-popular Giant Slide will be open for 

riders Wednesday - Sunday from noon to 8 

p.m. from June 22 through Labor Day.  The 

cost is $1 per ride or 6 for $5.  

 

 

 

NATIONAL ARTS PROGRAM TO EXHIBIT 

CITY EMPLOYEE ARTWORK JUNE 1 - 30 

 

The artwork of more than thirty City of Detroit and 

Detroit Public Library employees, spouses and 

children will be on display during the National Arts 

Program exhibit during the month of June. The 

National Arts Program in partnership with the Detroit 

Recreation Department sponsors the exhibit. Artwork 

was judged by age category (youth and adult) and 

experience level (amateur, intermediate, and 

professional).  Awards were presented at an artist 

reception on June 1. 

 

The exhibit, which is free and open to the public, is at 

the Skillman Branch of the Detroit Public Library, 

121 Gratiot Avenue. The exhibit includes everything 

from oil paintings and quilts to drawings and jewelry.   

 

 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT HOSTS 

JUNIOR TENNIS PROGRAM 

 

Learn how to play tennis or improve your game 

through the Detroit Recreation Department Tennis 

Program for boys and girls, ages 7-17. The eight-

week session is from June 20 through August 12, 

Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The 

cost is $55.   

 
Lessons will take place at: 

 

 Farwell — East Outer Dr. near Ryan 

 Stoepel Park #1 — Evergreen and Outer 

Drive 

 

For more information, call (313) 892-9154 or (313) 

628-0968 

 

 

VINTAGE SHERWOOD FOREST 

 

At a recent Sherwood Forest event I chatted with 

Laura Rodwan about my new job as Editor of the 

Tattler. Laura revealed that at one time there had 

been a children’s version of our neighborhood 

newsletter. As the former Editor of the Dwyer School 

Journal, my elementary school newspaper, I longed 

to see a copy of the ―children’s Tattler‖ and asked 

Laura to try to send me copies. 

 

Several days later I received the following email 

from Laura with copies of the newsletter she and 

Maria Carroll had written: 

 
Shirley: 

  

It was wonderful seeing you at the neighborhood 

meeting at All Saints Church last week! As promised, 

attached please find a few editions (from the late 

1970s) of the ―Shrewsbury Sherwood Forest 

Newsletter,‖ which Maria Carroll (daughter of Geri 

Carroll who still resides on Shrewsbury) and I co-

edited. 

 

I hope these files will bring you a lot of laughs in your 

new role as editor of the ―real‖ Tattler!  

  

All best, 

  

Laura 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

SHERWOOD FOREST ASSOCIATION 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

April 11, 2011 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:              Gail Rodwan, Al Lewis, Robert Gold, Susan McMillan,  Shirley Jackson, Kim 

Tandy and Marcia Baum. 

                                     

               Call to Order at 8:05 p.m. by Kim Tandy, at the home of Kim Tandy. 

 

II. Reading / Distribution of the Minutes of March 14, 2011.  It was moved by Shirley Jackson and supported 

by Bob Gold, that the minutes of March 14, 2011, be approved as presented.  Motion passed.  

 

III. Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer, Sue McMillan, presented the treasurer’s report.   It was moved by Bob Gold 

and supported by Al Lewis, that the treasurer’s report be approved as presented.  Motion passed. 

 

IV. President’s Report  

              

 President Tandy reported that Catherine Mayberry has resigned from the board. Her position as 

chair of the New Residents and Welcoming Committee has been turned over to Lisa Williams.  

During her many years of service Catherine has welcomed our new residents with delicious home 

baked treats.  We will all miss her and wish her well. 

 

 Planning for the SFA Annual Membership meeting is underway.  The meeting will take place on 

Tuesday, May 10, at All Saints Church.  The pot luck supper is scheduled for 6:30pm to be 

followed by the business meeting at 7:30pm.  

 

 V. Committee Reports  

 

a. Property Maintenance/City Services   Al Lewis reported that the annual May spring clean up is 

scheduled for May 14, from 9am to 1pm.  All volunteers are invited to Al’s home for coffee and 

donuts prior to cleanup.  Kim Tandy will arrange for two dumpsters. An announcement will be 

made at the Annual Membership Meeting. 

 

 

b. Social and Cultural  The annual SFA Membership Meeting will be held on May 10, 2011. Kim 

Tandy will contact the church to reserve the date and Dan Clarkson and Catherine Mayberry to 

begin the planning process.                                        

 

c. Real Estate/Community Representative  Chair, Valerie Leigh reported that she has sent copies of 

the SFA   property restrictions and historic district guidelines to   local realtors.  She also distributed 

the April, 2011,  copy of the Listing of Active, Pending Sale, and Sold Residential Properties Multi-

Listing System.   

       

d. Communication, Information/Tattler Shirley Jackson reported that the April Tattler is ready to go.           

She will include information on the May cleanup and the Annual Meeting. 

 

e. Public Safety and Patrol Update  Gail Rodwan  reported that Gordon Rodwan  plans to send out a      

statement for the new fiscal year which begins on June 1. The statement will cover both the 

SFAssociation and the Security Patrol.  Kim will ask the chair of the Block Captain committee, 

Luther Bradley, to share this information with his block captains. Vacant Home Committee  Gail 



Rodwan will conduct an inventory of current vacant homes and share the addresses with Al Lewis 

in preparation for the May spring cleanup event. 

 

f. 12
th

 Precinct/University Commons  President Tandy reported that the Annual   Community Parade 

is scheduled for June 4.  The board will produce SFA t-shirts for the event.  The annual flower day 

sale at Windmill Market, located at the corner of Livernois and the Lodge Expressway is scheduled 

for May 28.  The outdoor market is open on Wednesday and Saturday from 9am to 2pm.  The 

Unsung Heroes event is scheduled for June 25, at Marygrove University from 5pm to 7pm  

 

VI        New Business 

 

President Tandy reported that a letter was sent to the Detroit Historic Commission regarding the Board’s 

response to the site plan presented by Mr. Grundy and Ms. Thrower at the March 14, 2011 Board meeting.  

 

 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm   

                         

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marcia Baum, Secretary 

 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD REMINDERS ABOUT TRASH COLLECTION: 

 

Our next bulk pickup day is Friday July 1. 

Because July 4 is on a Monday, trash collection will be on Friday, July 8. 
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