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It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood,  

A beautiful day for a neighbor,  
Would you be mine?  
Could you be mine?  !

It's a neighborly day in this beautywood,  
A neighborly day for a beauty,  

Would you be mine?  
Could you be mine?  !

I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you,  
I've always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you.  !

So let's make the most of this beautiful day,  
Since we're together, we might as well say,  

Would you be mine?  
Could you be mine?  

Won't you be my neighbor?  !
Won't you please,  
Won't you please,  

Please won't you be my neighbor?  !! ! Theme  from  
Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, 1967 - 2001

June/July 2014

Sherwood Forest 
Association Holds Annual 

Membership Meeting !
Maurice Telesford, president of  the Sherwood 
Forest Association Board of  Directors welcomed 
association members to its annual meeting, this 
past May. The meeting typically highlights the 

accomplishments of  the past year, welcomes new 
neighbors and proposes new projects for 
consideration by community members.  !
As a way of  welcoming  the newest families to   
become residents of  Sherwood Forest, the 
association continued its tradition of  presenting 
hanging baskets of  flowers to the newest 
residents. This year’s baskets were offered in  
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memory of  our beloved Florenz Gantz, a resident for more 
than 40 years. Florence worked tirelessly to beautify 
Sherwood Forest’s passive parks and to ensure that trees lost 
to disease or natural causes were replaced.  !!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Each of  the assembled families introduced themselves and 
told those in attendance how long they have lived in the 
neighborhood. Several of  our neighbors have lived  here for 
more than 40 years and were roundly applauded. !
Maurice Telesford, who assumed the office of  president after 
Kim Tandy was appointed District 2 Manager earlier this 
year, shared his vision for Sherwood Forest and outlined 
broad areas of  concerned he will address during the coming 
year. These include: !
• Lighting and Security 
• Reducing access to our neighborhood 
• Neighborhood aesthetics 
• Unsupervised dogs 
• Enforcement of  neighborhood norms 
• Increasing property values 
• Improving Safety 
• Connecting residents 
• Interacting with surrounding communities !
Three names were placed in nomination for Sherwood  
Forest Association Board vacancies.  !

Kim Tandy, District 2 Manager, former president and 
current vice president of  the Sherwood Forest Association 
outlined the top priorities of  Mayor Mike Duggan: blight 
elimination and restoration of  public lighting. Sherwood 
Forest Association board members are actively working to 
secure appropriate lighting that meets requirements of  our 
historic community. !
Next, in what has become a custom at our annual meetings, 
Tiffany Franklin, chair of  the Historic District Committee 
provided history and context for the community’s 
designation as a historic district. She pointed out a variety of  
repairs that may require approval by the Detroit Historic 
District Commission before they are undertaken by 
Sherwood Forest residents.  !
Toward the end of  the meeting, Maurice Telesford fielded 
questions from neighbors and assured the gathering that the 
association would continue to place their concerns at the 
forefront of  our efforts to keep Sherwood Forest the  
extraordinary city oasis it is.  ! !

Three New Members  
Join Sherwood Forest  

Association Board !
Two long-time members of  the 

governance team assume  
emeritus status !

During the selection process to fill one (1) vacancy on the 
association’s board of  directors, three names were placed in 
nomination. They are: !

Vicki Mabrey !
Whitney McGoram  !
John Weted !!

The three had expected to run against each other for that 
one seat. However, two long-time board members 
unexpectedly announced their plans to become emeritus 
members of  the board allowing all three nominees to 
become active board members by acclamation. The new 
board members have all recently moved to our community 
and bring a wealth of  experience and talent to their new 
positions.  !
The two board members who, after more than thirty years of  
service to the Sherwood Forest Community, will put active 
responsibility for board duties behind them are Gail 
Rodwan and Marcia Baum. 

!
Agenda Items !

• Introductions of  residents in 
attendance !

• The President’s Annual Report !
• Nominations to fill vacant board 

seats !
• A report by the chairperson of  

the Historic District committee !
• A report by the newly appointed 

District 2 Manager

2



It seems practically unimaginable to anyone who has lived in 
this community for more than a moment that Gail and 
Marcia would not hold seats on our board. The two assumed 
their board responsibilities long ago and have continued to 
serve as beacons of  light that show all of  us what it means to 
be truly committed to your neighbors and community. Even 
more importantly, the two Shrewsbury Road neighbors have 
steadfastly welcomed each of  us to service while modeling 
good neighborliness and hard work. Board members have 
expressed their feelings of  regret that Gail and Marcia are 
retiring from active board membership. Happily for all of  us, 
they will continue to work on behalf  of  Sherwood Forest, 

albeit in less visible roles as emeritus members. We are 
grateful for the years they gave to this community and equally 
appreciative that they remain dedicated to working in more 
limited capacities.  !
We encourage Sherwood Forest neighbors to express their 
appreciation and best wishes to Marcia and Gail for their 
tireless work on behalf  of  the community.

Clean up time 

On Saturday, May 31, an intrepid group of Sherwood Forest residents met at Al and 
Celeste Lewis’s Stratford Road home with the goal of cleaning up unsightly corners of our 
community. With rakes, shovels, hoes, pruning shears and yard waste bags, they spent 
about four hours clearing dead and forgotten leaves and debris from the yards of vacant 
homes. Afterwards, they ended their time together by sharing a lunch of hot dogs and 
liquid refreshments at the Lewis’s. We extend a heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers. 
We’ve included pictures from the event.

Please read the biographies of our 
newest board members on page 4

3

Thanks to our volunteers for 
generously donating time and  

energy.



Newest Board Members Share Their 

Biographies
!
As we look to the start of a new fiscal year, it is our pleasure to introduce the three newest members 
of the Board of Directors of the Sherwood Forest Association. We’re excited to have them join us as 
thought partners in our work on behalf of the community. We think you’ll be impressed with the 
depth of knowledge and skills they bring to the board as well as their ability to tell you about 
themselves. !
Vicki Mabrey 
19360 Canterbury Road !
As a former journalist who spent years with bags packed, 
flying from one disaster to another, enjoying the benefits 
of  a strong, close-knit community seemed like a story I'd 
cover, not one I'd necessarily live.   Finding Sherwood 
Forest and settling in has been a lovely gift.  !
Of  the nearly 30 years I spent covering news, the last six 
were as a correspondent for Nightline at ABC.  Before that 
it was 13 years with CBS News, working first in the Dallas 
and London bureaus, then New York for 60 Minutes II. !
I began my career as a reporter trainee at WUSA in 
Washington, D.C., then covered local news at WBAL in 
Baltimore for nine years.  (Did I mention I moved a lot?)   
  
I’m a native of  St. Louis, with a B.A. in Political Science 
from Howard University in Washington, DC (1977).   I’m 
now retired, and happily renovating my 1926 house on 
Canterbury Road.  !
As a frustrated amateur urban planner and fervent historic 
preservationist, Sherwood Forest is the perfect community 
for me. I first fell in love with the architecture -- I had no 
idea then that the neighbors would be as welcoming and 
wonderful as the homes and the history.   The community 
has such a strong foundation, I can only hope to build on 
that. I offer writing and social media experience, skills I 
would use to help “sell” the neighborhood to prospective 
homeowners, realtors, and neighbors who aren’t as active 
in the community as others of  us are. I'm interested in the 
Communications, Realtor Relations, Membership, Vacant  

!
Homes, and Historic Preservation committees -- but 
remain open to whichever committee needs most 
attention.  !
I look forward to helping my adopted home survive and 
thrive.   We are here in interesting times, and Sherwood 
has a chance to shine as Detroit begins its renaissance.     

!
!
Whitney McGoram 
19605 Stratford Road !
I grew up just a short drive away from the Forest in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. (but don’t worry MSU fans, I’m not an 
actual wolverine!) I completed my undergraduate degree 
in political science at Boston University where, in addition 
to being a full-time student, I worked as a bartender/
waitress and volunteered on political campaigns including 
Deval Patrick’s first gubernatorial race. The connections I 
made with his team brought me the opportunity to work 
in campaign finance (fundraising) for the "Obama for 
America 2008" campaign—a life changing experience that 
then led me to Washington D.C., where I took a position 
in political communications at the Department of  
Transportation. While in D.C. I completed a master’s 
degree in public relations at The George Washington 
University and got married to my lovely husband, Andrew.  

(Continued on next page) 
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I now work as a senior account executive at a local 
(Bingham Farms) public relations firm where, through my 
diverse client base, I am continually exposed to and 
inspired by the amazing things happening in Detroit. While 
I am brand new to the neighborhood, I am already 
completely in love with it and passionate about its future. 
Andrew and I have been blown away by the kind, 
welcoming reception we’ve received from the Sherwood 
community and I am anxious to return the sentiment! I am 
confident that my community organizing experience from 
my campaign days, coupled with my communication skills 
as a PR professional, will make me valuable addition to the 
board. 

The communications/tattler committee seems like a 
natural fit, but I am happy to lead/serve on any of  them!  

!!!!!!!!
!!!!John Weted !!
19597 Shrewsbury Road !
John Weted is a lifelong resident of  the metro Detroit area, 
growing up and attending school in St. Clair Shores. John is 
the owner of  W Home Renovations Inc., a full-service 
home remodeling and construction company. He began his 
company in 2000 and has diligently worked to make it what 
it is today. John is a people person and loves to make his 
customer's dreams come true. His wide range experience in 
the metro Detroit area and beyond has fueled his passion 
for providing high-quality work that not only looks good, 
but will last. John has worked hard to establish a wealth of  
resources and the knowledge to handle any job and any 
problem that comes his way. His perseverance, dedication 
and passion translate to the world around him and he is 
committed to improving the future of  his community. !
John met his wife Amanda in 2008, and they were married 
in June of  2012. After a year and a half  of  diligently 
searching and making offer after offer for the house that 
their new family would call home, John and his wife finally 
moved into their dream home on Shrewsbury in September 
of  2013.  !
John's hopes and dreams for the future of  Sherwood Forest 
include increased public safety and security, and helping to 
keep vacant homes maintained. John believes that a family's 

home and neighborhood should feel safe and secure at all 
times and that a collective voice of  the neighborhood will 
ring loud that we will not tolerate crime on our streets. 
John's long tenure in making homes look their best will be 
an asset in keeping our neighborhood well-maintained for 
current and prospective homeowners. John is determined to 
keep Sherwood Forest's desirability and attractiveness alive 
during Detroit's imminent comeback. !
John is also a diehard Tigers fan, so keep an eye out for him 
at the stadium!  

We just discovered that some 
neighbors forgot to renew their 

Sherwood Forest Association and 
Patrol memberships!  !!!
Don’t worry, though.  

There’s still time.  
Click here  

to learn more  
and to pay by check  

or to use PayPal. !
HELP US KEEP  

OUR COMMUNITY 
VIABLE AND SAFE
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!!
New Lights 

Coming 
Soon to  

Sherwood 
Forest 

!

Don’t forget to check 
your email this week 

for a highly 
informative notice 

from Maurice 
Telesford, President 

of the Sherwood 
Forest Association 
Board of Directors, 

with important details 
about style and the 
city’s timeline for 

installation 

You’re Invited  
to Join Your Neighbors for Sherwood Forest’s !
Family Fun Day 

!
Sunday, August 17, 2014 !

at the home of 
Kim and William Tandy 

19405 Renfrew 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm !

We’re planning a great time for children and adults !
Please bring your favorite dish to share

Stay Tuned . . .
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!
          More Pictures !
                    From the Annual Spring Clean Up
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How 
much longer 
do you think 
they’ll keep 

this up?



    More . . .
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Despite the hard 
work involved in the 
cleanup, the hardy 
group of volunteers 
rolled up their 
sleeves and went to 
work with 
enthusiasm and 
good cheer.



!
Our Second  Little Free Library 
Dedicated During  the  Third Annual 

Robin Hood Ride 
!
!
!

Steve Perkins is devoted to kids and to his community. A 
lifelong resident of  Sherwood Forest, Steve’s leisure and 
civic involvement  as well as his line of  work underscore 
his commitment to these twin passions. As the owner 
and operator of  an early learning center he is privileged 
to set the educational course for children placed in his 
care. That daily reality coupled with his work as a 
member of  the Sherwood Forest Association’s Board of  
Directors aligns with his mission to ensure that children 
(and adults) in our community have access to a wide 
array of  reading materials. So, on Saturday,  June 14, 
2014, Steve hosted the Third Annual Robin Hood Ride 
through the streets of  Sherwood Forest and unveiled the 
second Little Free Library in Sherwood Forest. !!
The first of  our small libraries sits in a spot across the 
street from Steve’s home on Parkside. The second 
library is located in Canterbury Park, on the 
Warrington Road side. Steve built both libraries. We 
encourage neighbors to donate either new or previously 
read books. Visitors to the library may read and return 
any books that capture their interest or, if  they so 
choose, are free to add the books to their personal 
libraries.  !

The beauty of  the Little Free Libraries is that there are 
no hard rules. The aim is simply to get books into the 
hands of  residents and, thereby, promote reading. If  
you’ve been hanging on to books that others might 
enjoy, please give some thought to heading over to our 
little libraries and making a donation. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
As a strategy for satisfying two critical needs, the 
decision to combine the opening of  the new library 
with the Robin Hood Ride is an optimal way to say to 
our children that we care about both their physical and 
intellectual development. 
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Robin 
Hood  
Ride !

a    n       d !!
Little 
Free 

Library 
Dedication
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!!!!!!!!
The past two editions of the Tattler have featured articles by Historic District Commissioner James Hamilton. 
Jim, a longtime resident of Boston-Edison, regularly shares his expertise regarding historic preservation with 
Detroit residents living in historic neighborhoods. We are publishing his article titled “Home Weatherization 
Cuts Heating Bills.” Although the article targets weatherization during winter months, controlling the flow of 
outside air into one’s home has applications in summer and winter. And now is the perfect time to begin the 
changes needed to save on energy costs. Our thanks to Jim for his invaluable contribution toward helping us 
conserve energy and save on the costs of heating (and cooling) our homes. We offer our apology to Jim for not 
printing this article earlier, as planned. We hope he’ll forgive our oversight.

!
Historic District Commission News 

James L. Hamilton 
Historic District Commissioner 

!
HDC must pre-approve  exterior 

work on our homes to determine 
historic appropriateness.  !!
HDC staff can advise on 

appropriateness and help with 
pre-approval. Call on staff early in 

your planning: !
Jennifer Ross 

(313) 224-8907 
Rossj@detroitmi.gov !

Crystal Wilson 
(313) 224-6543 

WilsonCR@detroitmi.gov !
Ask the Sherwood Forest 

Association for help: 
historic@sherwoodforestdetroit.org or 

(313)623-9593.

From a  

Historical Perspective

!!
Article No. 4

So here’s what winter is all about:  cold air wants to get inside your house any 
way it can. The more that gets in, the higher your heating bills. The more you 
can keep out, the lower your bills.  !
What weatherization is all about is plugging gaps that let cold air in or warm air 
out. Find them, and plug them. In the most recent newsletter there was an article 
about weatherizing windows. Windows are not, however, the main source of  heat 
loss in our homes. There are many other gaps that let cold air in and warm air 
out. Effective weatherization includes windows, but it goes much farther.  !
Finding and plugging gaps sounds simple, and mostly it is. You only need to know 
where to look for gaps and how to plug them. Many of  the places were air can 
infiltrate are not so obvious. !
I have assembled a lot of  information about finding gaps and sealing them and 
have put them on the Boston Edison web site at www.historicbostonedison.org/
pres8.shtml.  At the October 2013 Boston Edison Fall General Meeting, historical 
architect Dan Schneider made a presentation on weatherization and energy 
savings. This presentation is available on the web site also.  !
Plugging gaps against cold air is the first line of  defense in weatherization, and it’s 
the easiest and the cheapest. This is highly effective, and because the cost is low, it 
pays for itself  almost immediately in heating cost savings. !
Once cold air infiltration is stopped, insulation then helps keep warm air in. Attic 
insulation is the most effective. It is not cheap, but fiberglass rolls or cellulose 
insulation properly blown into the attic gives excellent return for the money. It 
pays for itself  over time. The web site has information on insulation also. 
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Finally, a major source of  savings on heating bills comes 
from …. US! Turn down the heat! A common claim is that 
lowering the thermostat from 72° to 68° can cut gas bills 
12%. Install a programmable thermostat to automatically 
lower heat at night and during the day when everyone is 
gone. Close curtains or lower blinds over windows:  this 
can have a noticeable effect. Wear a wool sweater at home.   !

You don’t have to live in a cold dark cave to save on your 
utility bills. There is much you can do to make your home 
energy efficient and comfortable, and still cut those bills.  !
DTE has a long list of  ways you can reduce your utility 
bill, in addition to weatherization.

We are grateful to residents who have adopted the planting beds beneath our 
Sherwood Forest signs and in passive areas of our community. The amazing 
annuals and perennials planted there add to the beauty of our community and 
provide further evidence that our neighborhood is populated by people who care 
deeply for the place they call home. Most perform these acts of love and share their 
horticultural gifts in anonymity with no expectation of recognition. However, Ernest 
Thompson, Agnes Dunbar, Juanita Witherspoon, Pay Shay, Herb Dipple,  Karen 
White and Gail Rodwan have been spied leaving visual treasures that the rest of us 
continue to enjoy throughout the season. If you know of others who are owed 
recognition but whose names we don’t know, please send us an email so that we 
may properly thank them. !
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Sherwood Forest Association 
Minutes  - Annual Community Meeting  

May 15, 2014 

WELCOME:  Sherwood Forest Association board 
president, Maurice Telesford, welcomed neighbors to the 
business portion of  the Annual Membership Meeting. He 
then introduced Block Captain  
Committee Co-Chair, Luther Bradley, who asked block 
captains wearing new SFA block captain t-shirts, to stand 
and be recognized.  !
THE TRADITION:  President Telesford asked all present 
to share their name, street and number of  years living in 
Sherwood Forest. We applauded those who have lived in 
the Forest for over four decades, families who have recently 
moved into the neighborhood as well as all in between.  
Ernest Thompson gave flower baskets to two neighbors 
who moved into their homes 2 ½ weeks and 1 month ago. 
This year’s gifts are in memory of  Florence Gantz who 
worked for over 40 years on beautification of  the Forest‘s 
trees and park areas. !
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – VISION AND GOALS 
FOR SHERWOOD FOREST: President Telesford began 
by revisiting the five top concerns identified at the 2013 
Annual Meeting.  He shared a “report card” indicating our 
progress to date addressing each concern.  Concerns 
included: Lighting and Security, Reducing Access, 
Neighborhood Aesthetics, Dogs, Enforcing Rules. Next, 
looking at the current strength of  our neighborhood, the 
report discussed four critical areas:  Property Values (sale 
prices up on average 15% compared to 2013), Improved 
Safety (decrease in criminal activity with lighting still an 
issue), Connecting residents (109 homes sold since 2009) 
and Interaction with Surrounding Communities (Palmer 
Park is thriving and increasing variety of  new business).  For 
each area, short-term and long-term goals were presented. 
Recognizing that we have much to do, the President asked 
that neighbors sign up as volunteers to work with the Board 
in one of  the four areas.  !
In the next section of  his report, President Telesford 
reminded neighbors that we will be beginning a new fiscal 

year for the SFA and the Public Safety/ Security Patrol.  
The dues statements have been mailed.  There is a “pay 
early” option (before 6/15) to save on both services.  In 
addition to supporting our community by becoming 
members of  the Association and the Patrol, the following 
activities need volunteers:  Adopt a Sign/Pocket Park 
(Karen White); Participate in Neighborhood Clean-up (Al 
Lewis – May 31). In addition, the following activities are 
available: Sherwood Forest Facebook Group (Steve Perkins); 
Walking and Riding Groups ( Jane Mills); Take or Leave a 
Book at Little Free Library (Steve Perkins);  Palmer Park 
Activities (www.peopleforpalmerpark.org);  Third 
Thursdays on the Avenue (6-9pm); Summer Family Meet 
and Greet at the Tandy’s. (August). !
In closing, seven ways that neighbors can help the 
community were listed:  Join the Association and Security 
Patrol, Host a Meet and Greet,  Monitor a vacant home, 
Help organize an event for children, Get to know your 
neighbors, Volunteer to serve on a committee or Run for a 
board position. !
BOARD MEMBER ELECTION:  Nominating 
Committee Co-Chairs, Shirley Jackson and Karen White, 
explained the roles and responsibilities as well as 
requirements for board member participation. Candidates 
must 1) be available to attend 2nd Tuesday of  the month 
meetings; 2) be a paid up member of  the SFA and the SFA 
Patrol; be willing to actively take on a leadership role in one 
standing committee. This year, in addition to 1/3 of  board 
seats open for three year terms, there is one vacancy for a 
total of  six available seats.   The Co-Chairs received 
nominations from the floor.  In addition to nominations for 
current board members: Gail Rodwan, Al Lewis, Maurice 
Telesford April Baker and Marcia Baum, the following 
names were placed into nomination: Whitney McGoram, 
Vicki Mabrey and John Weted.  Results of  the election 
process will be	  posted in the June SFA Board minutes and 
special Nominating Committee report in the TATTLER. !
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DETROIT HISTORIC DESIGNATED DISTRICT REPORT:  Chair of  the Historic District Committee, Tiffany 
Franklin, began her report by explaining that Sherwood Forest was designated as a Detroit Historic District in 2002.  Most of  
the homes were built in the late 1920’s and the 1930’s.  She went on to list the benefits of  becoming a historic designation 
district.  Benefits include: Safeguard the heritage of  our community and it’s social, cultural and architectural history; Stabilize 
and improve property values; Foster civic beauty and community pride; and Preserve Detroit’s neighborhoods, housing and 
history for future generations. She then listed a partial list of  when to contact the Detroit Historic District Commission 
(DHDC) when planning the following:  Reconstructing part or all of  a porch; Constructing a new addition; Replacing or 
installing new windows; Installing new fencing or replacing existing fencing; Replacing roofing, flashing, gutters; Painting; 
Cement work. She emphasized the importance of  contacting DHDC before initiating your project.  Contacts:  Jennifer Ross, 
313-224-8907 or Crystal Wilson, 313-224-6543. !
MAYOR DUGGAN NEIGHBOROOD DISTRICT 2 REPORT:  	 Kim Tandy, District 2 Manager and 
Sherwood Forest Vice President, reported that the Mayor’s top neighborhood priorities include: Blight illumination and public 
lighting.  Public lighting is also a SFA priority.  President Telesford and representatives from the SFA board will be actively 
working on this project with Kim. !
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:  With limited time left, President Telesford conducted a short Q and A with assurance that 
he and all board members were available to discuss additional issues or concerns.  Contact information on the SFA website 
and in the TATTLER. !
NOTE:  Documents distributed:  SFA Annual Financial Report, Summary of  Committee Assignments, Block Captain List 
and Map.  The power point presentation will be available on the SFA website. !
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. !
Respectfully submitted, !
Marcia Baum !
Secretary  
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