
Board of  
Directors

Maurice Telesford
President 

313-303-1046

April Alsford-Baker
Treasurer

313-300-4158

Marcia Baum 
Secretary 

313-862-1897

Luther Bradley
Block Captains 
313-863-6669

Tiffany Franklin
Historic District
313-623-9593

Chaundra Haynes
Hospitality

313-270-7410

Christine Jackson
Block Captains 
 313-864-3215

	  
Shirley Jackson

Editor
313-863-2647

Allen Lewis 
Property Maintenance

313-342-1858

Steve Perkins
Social and Cultural 

Events
313-407-8784

Lois E. Primas 
Director Emeritus 

313-863-0167

Dina Ridley
Hospitality

Social and Cultural 
Events

313-270-7726

Gail Rodwan 
Legal and Vacant 

Homes/Editor 
313-342-5827

Kim Tandy
313-397-6080

Karen White
Parks and 

Reforestation/Editor 
313-342-7152

April 2014

Annual Spring Meeting

May 15, 2014
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
Corner of Livernois and Penbroke

                   See Election Notice - Page 4

SFA Board Schedules 
Annual Community 

Meeting

The Board of Directors of the Sherwood 
Forest Association will welcome residents to 
the Annual Spring Meeting on Thursday, 
May  15, 2014 at New Prospect Missionary 
Baptist Church. Honoring a tradition 
established over many decades, the gathering 
will begin with a potluck supper at 6:00 
pm.  The meal serves as  a vehicle to re-
establish the bonds that unite us as 
neighbors. Please remember to prepare for 
about ten people. Over the years,  salads, 
casseroles, desserts and delectable culinary 
creations representing family favorites have 
been mainstays of the neighborhood feast. 
The meeting also represents a way to 
welcome new neighbors to the community 
and is an invitation to service that has 
provided Sherwood Forest with talented and 
committed leaders.

Supper is followed by a business meeting to 
inform neighbors of issues vital to our city 
and community.  The meeting will begin 

promptly at 7:00 pm. The Nomination 
Committee will entertain nominations from 
the floor to fill board vacancies. Candidates 
must be willing and able to attend monthly 
meetings (traditionally held on the second 
Monday of  each month).
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If you’ve been looking for a way to serve your 
community or you simply want to connect with great 
people in a show of neighborhood solidarity, we look 
forward to seeing you at the annual meeting.

Spring Community Cleanup 
Is Set For Saturday, May 31

Al Lewis, the Sherwood Forest Association’s Property 
Maintenance chair,  has set the date for our annual 
spring cleanup of passive parks and vacant property. 
Please join your neighbors on Saturday May 31, 2014 
as residents marshal forces to spruce up the 
neighborhood. Please bring rakes and wear gloves. 

The association will provide bags for disposal of 
leaves and debris. Al and his wife, Celeste, have 
invited volunteers to join them from 9:00 - 9:30 am at 
their home, 19660 Stratford Road for coffee and 
donuts before heading out for cleanup assignments. 
You may make this a family project or come solo. 
However, all hands are needed and welcome. 

After our clean-up projects are completed, the owners 
of Noni’s Sherwood Coney have agreed to host 
volunteers at their restaurant on the corner of 
Livernois and St. Martins.  We’ll see you on May 31!

Get             This Spring
Join

Sherwood Forest’s 
Biking and Walking Groups

Monday - Friday, 7:30 am
Saturday, 9:00 am

> Renfrew & Parkside

“The beauty of spring came; and 
when Nature resumes her 

loveliness, the human soul is apt 
to revive also.”

- Harriet Ann Jacobs
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A Neighborhood is Much More 
Than Architecturally 

Beautiful Homes

This story could be about how unfair it is that we are 
often forced to take on responsibilities that rightly  
belong to others. But something happened this week 
that served to remind me of the many reasons I’ve 
chosen to remain in Sherwood Forest for almost forty 
years. The experience reminded me that many more 
of our neighbors could tell this tory and caused me to 
reflect on what truly makes a neighborhood special. 

Almost as quickly as oak leaves and debris leftover 
from last  fall and winter were dutifully raked, blown 
and placed in yard waste bags,  more leaves began to 
settle at the curb and on my lawn. They weren’t 
falling from trees, though. Instead, they were coming 
from a thick, messy layer of sodden leaves that had 
accumulated on the lawns of two vacant homes near 
mine. 

photo.JPG119 KB

My first reaction was outrage, then despair and, 
finally, resignation. I  realized, though,  that my choices 
were limited: I could watch the steady but irritating 
transfer of leaves from those vacant homes to mine or 
I could search for a way to bag them myself. After 
some thought and a reality check about time and 
personal energy, I followed the coward’s route, hired a 
landscaper who works in our neighborhood and ask 
him to take on the job of gathering the leaves. 
Approximately eighty bags of leaves were collected, 
bagged and left at the curb in front of  the houses. 

As promised,  I met with the landscaper to pay the 
amount I had negotiated only to discover that I owed 
him half as much as I expected to pay because my 
neighbor, Dr. Milton Campbell, had approached him 
and paid the other half without one word to me. 
Thank you, Milt.

I am grateful to live in a community where behavior 
such as this is common. It speaks to the goodness of 
people but also to our collective efforts to ensure that 
our neighborhood remains an oasis in the midst of a 
city with a multitude of  challenges.

- Shirley Jackson

Sherwood Forest Patrol and 
Association Payment Options 

Residents should begin planning now to pay 
membership fees for our two neighborhood 
organizations.  Membership dollars work everyday to 
maintain the features that convinced most of us to 
move to Sherwood Forest. Watch your mail for 
detailed information.

Pay By Check

Payment 
Options

Association 
and Patrol

Patrol Only Association 
Only

1 payment - 6/15 $375 $325 $50

i payment after 
6/15

$415 $360 $55

Pay With PayPal

Payment 
Options

Association 
and Patrol

Patrol 
Only

Association 
Only

1 payment by 6/30 $375 $325 $50

10-payment option 
starting before 6/30

$38 per 
payment

$33 per 
payment

N/A

4-payment option 
starting before 6/30

$94 $82 N/A

1 payment only 
after 6/30

$415 $360 $55
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Election Notice

Sherwood Forest Residents:

Please consider running for one of six seats available on the fifteen-member Board of 
Directors of the Sherwood Forest Association.  Each board member serves a three-year 
term, and terms are staggered so that  the terms of five members expire each year.  This 
year there are six seats because of an existing vacancy.

Requirements for board membership are:  1) membership in the Sherwood Forest 
Association and the security patrol; 2) availability for attendance at monthly board 
meetings, which are held on the second Monday evening of each month in the homes of 
board members; 3) willingness to chair one of our standing committees; 4) dedication 
to the betterment of our neighborhood. 

If you are interested in serving, please contact a member of the nominating committee 
prior to the May 15, 2014 annual meeting at New Prospect Baptist Church or nominate 
someone from the floor or place your own name in nomination at the May 15 meeting.   
If you wish to nominate  someone  other than yourself, please first confirm that 
your candidate  is  willing to serve and has paid his or her Sherwood Forest 
Association and security patrol dues. 

We welcome your interest and assure you that you will find board membership 
rewarding work on behalf of our neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Members of the Nominating Committee:

Shirley A. Jackson
jackson.shirley@gmail.com

Karen White
drkarenwhite@comcast.net 
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Meeting and 
Greeting 

     
    at

A Whole Bunch of Fun!
Art in Motion



More Pictures 
From The Meet and Greet



To gain access 
to this registration 
form, learn about 

other programs and 
events 

at Palmer Park, 
to volunteer 
or donate, 

please click here
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2014 Home Preservation Fair 
 

Saturday, May 10 Noon – 5:00 p.m. 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary 

Corner of Linwood and Chicago Boulevard, Detroit MI 
Residents of all neighborhoods are invited. 

 
On Saturday, May 10, 2014, city of Detroit residents with older and historic homes will be 

afforded the unique opportunity to participate in one stop shopping with area home 
repair/preservation specialists. These pre-screened specialists with knowledge and 
experience of the needs of historic homes will exhibit their expertise at the Home 
Preservation Fair presented by the Historic Boston- Edison Association. 

 
Home preservation specialists targeted  

        for this event will have skills that include: 
• Masonry repair and restoration  
• Wet Plaster repair and replacement  
• Painting of both exteriors and interiors  
• Plumbing, heating, and cooling service  
• Landscaping  
• Window repair and restoration  
• Roofing  
• Electrical upgrades and updating  
• Wood floor refinishing 
 
The 2014 Home Preservation Fair will be held in the gymnasium of the historic Sacred 

Heart Seminary, 2701 Chicago Boulevard at Linwood in Detroit. Free parking is provided via 
the Linwood entrance. The Fair begins at noon and concludes at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Admission to the Fair is free. A registration fee is required for invited home repair/ 

preservation specialists. More information on the Fair is on HBEA's website at 
http://www.historicbostonedison.org/calendar/homepres2014.shtml. 
 

 
Hands-on Workshop 

Window restoration and repair for 
historic and older homes. 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 
Robin Adair, Presenter. 
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From a 

Historical Perspective
This is the second installment of articles authored by James L. Hamilton, Historic 
District Commissioner and a resident of Boston Edison. This article discusses the 
standards and guidelines for rehabilitating historic structures. Again, we thank him 
sharing information that will serve our community as we care for our historic homes. 

    

Historic District Commission News
James Hamilton

Historic District Commissioner

HDC must pre-approve  exterior 
work on our homes to 

determine historic 
appropriateness. 

HDC staff can advise on 
appropriateness and help with 
pre-approval. Call on staff early 

in your planning:

Jennifer Ross
(313) 224-8907

Rossj@detroitmi.gov

Crystal Wilson
(313) 224-6543

WilsonCR@detroitmi.gov

Ask the Sherwood Forest 
Association for help:

historic@sherwoodforestdetroit.org 

or (313)623-9593.

The Historic District Commission (HDC) is required to use a particular set of 
standards in making its decisions. These are the U. S. National Park Service, 
“Standards for Rehabilitation and the Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Structures” at www.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide.

Fundamentally, the Rehabilitation standards are that the original 
architectural design, and the original construction materials, 
should be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

Design. Every historic house has a distinctive architectural design. For each 
house, there are specific features that are crucial to its design, such as “the form 
and detailing of exterior materials, such as masonry, wood, and metal [and] exterior 
features, such as roofs, porches, and windows.” NPS Rehabilitation Standards. In 
the Rehabilitation standards, these “character defining” exterior features of 
the architecture are to be preserved. The entire property actually is covered 
by the Standards. They also apply to the backs of houses, garages, walks and 
driveways, and landscaping. Any changes to any of these require HDC 
approval.

Preserving the architectural design means that any exterior changes to a house 
or its surrounding property should not remove any of  the character-defining 
features. Nor should any alterations or additions detract from the historic 
design or appearance. 
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Materials. The original materials from which houses are constructed also are part of its character, and the 
Rehabilitation standard is that these materials are to be preserved as well. Obviously, the first step is just to take 
care of the materials through routine maintenance. When original materials are cared for well, they can last 
indefinitely. Nonetheless, if these materials do deteriorate, then the Rehabilitation standards recognize that repair 
will be required.

The approach to repair in the Rehabilitation 
standards is very important. The guideline is to do 
as little to the original materials as possible in order 
to repair them. Traditional repairs involve 
patching or piecing new material into deteriorated 
places. Today there are modern chemical materials 
that can consolidate deteriorated material and 
stabilize it enough to be patched rather than 
replaced. But if material is too deteriorated to 
repair, then the Rehabilitation standards direct 
that the material may be replaced. The preference, 
of course,  is to replace material with the same:  
wood replaces wood, and so on. However, 

alternative materials can be used in certain circumstances. If  repairing with the same material as the original is 
much more expensive than using an alternative material, then the Rehabilitation standards accept that. 

Application. When the owner of a house applies to the HDC to do work on the exterior of the house, the 
HDC decides whether or not the proposed work is “appropriate” in the context of these Rehabilitation 
standards. The process for making an application is explained well on the Boston Edison web site at 
www.historicbostonedison.org/pres5.shtml.

For answers to questions regarding exterior repairs   to your home or Sherwood Forest’s designation as a 
historic district, please contact Tiffany Franklin  Chair, Historic District Committee.

Explore Uptown Detroit 
During Jane’s Walk

Sunday, May 5 (rain or shine). 2 pm - 4 pm
Baker’s Keyboard Lounge, Livernois at Eight Mile Rd.

Walk the quiet, tree-lined streets of Greenacres and Sherwood Forest 
and hear the history of Eight Mile Road. 

The walk ends at Baker’s with conversation, snacks and music.

Jane Jacobs was an urban activist who believed that the only way to really get to know an area was to get 
out of the car and walk. Every year on the first weekend of May, in cities across the world, people celebrate 
her life with walks in their communities. 
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Sherwood Forest Association
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

March 14, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: April Baker, Kim Tandy, 
Maurice Telesford,  Gail Rodwan, Steve Perkins, 
Christine Jackson, Luther Bradley, Shirley Jackson, 
Dina Ridley, Karen White,  Tiffany Franklin and 
Marcia Baum
	      
The meeting was called to order by President, Kim 
Tandy, at the home of  April Baker at 7:35p.m. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: It was moved by 
Tiffany Franklin and supported by Gail Rodwan that 
the January 13, 2014, board meeting minutes be 
approved as presented.  Motion passed. 

TREASURES’S REPORT:   Treasurer, April 
Baker asked for approval of the January 2014, 
Treasurer’s Report (emailed to board prior to the 
board meeting).   It was moved by Karen White and 
supported by Dina Ridley that the January 2014, 
Treasurer’s Report be approved as presented. 
Treasurer Baker presented the February, 2014, 
treasurer’s report for both the Sherwood Forest 
Association and the Public Safety Security Patrol. All 
accounts are balanced and in order.  She did mention 
that street snow removal expenses have exceeded the 
$6k budget amount allocated for the fiscal year. The 
Board acknowledged the unusual amount of snow 
fall and authorized use of the SFA saving account for 
expenses over the $6K budgeted amount. It was 
moved by Gail Rodwan and supported by Karen 
White that report be accepted as presented.  Motion 
passed. 

COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL:  Kim 
Tandy provided an overview of the newly proposed 
City of Detroit, Community Advisory Councils.  
Each City Council District (SFA is in District 2) can 

create a District Advisory Council.  The Council is 
composed of 7 people from the district. Five 
members are elected by the people in the district and 
two appointed members are either teenagers or 
senior citizens.  The Councils are required to hold at 
least four community forums to learn about local 
issues or concerns in the district and at least one 
meeting with the Mayor and one with the City 
Council.  City Council is in the process of creating 
the Community Advisory Council ordinance.  
Kim Tandy also reported on the creation of District 
Managers who are appointed by the Mayor’s office 
and work with the Mayor and the executive branch 
departments on special projects. The elimination of 
blight and public lighting are initial priorities.  
Both programs are in early stages of development.  
Kim will keep the board updated as progress is 
made.  
.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Detroit Historic District Commission:  Chair, 
Tiffany Franklin reported that she wrote three 
proposals to help three elderly neighbors petition the 
Detroit Historic District Commission (DHDC) for 
changes to the exterior of their homes.  She plans to 
attend the Commission hearings with the 
homeowners to help facilitate a positive outcome. 
The board anticipates an improved relationship with 
the Commission and asks once again that neighbors 
contact her prior to planned exterior work.  She also 
asks that neighbors contact her if they receive a 
citation from the Detroit Buildings and Safety 
Engineering Department (DBSED) regarding 
exterior changes to their homes.  Tiffany is 
establishing a more productive relationship with the 
Commission but needs the support of  all neighbors.  
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New Residents/Welcoming: Gail Rodwan 
reported that she welcomed two new families to the 
neighborhood.  She also reported that three 
individual looking for homes in SF contacted her.  
Gail invited them to her home for coffee and 
conversation. 
Block Captains:  Co-chair, Christine Jackson took 
advantage of recent snow and cold weather and 
called block captains to chat.  Reaching 85%, 
Christine reported that she provided an update of 
board activities and listened to their concerns.  Street 
lighting remains a hot topic while irregular U.S. mail 
delivery seems to be weather related.  Christine 
reported that she enjoyed the experience.  I imagine 
that the block captains,  if asked, would report the 
same. 

Social Events: The SFA Annual Meeting, 
scheduled for May 15, 2014, will begin at 6pm with a 
pot luck dinner.  The business meeting will begin at 
7pm, and conclude at 8:30pm.  President,  Maurice 
Telesford, will provide a status report on goals 
presented at the 2013 Annual Meeting.  Included in 
the agenda will be an update on information gathered 
on process and status of street closings in Palmer 
Woods.  Nominating chair, Gail Rodwan, will report 
on the annual election of 1/3 of board membership.   
Terms of the following directors are up:  April Baker, 
Al Lewis, Maurice Telesford, Gail Rodwan and 
Marcia Baum.  
Dina Ridley reported that the next SFA Meet and 
Greet will be held at “Art in Motion” on Livernois.  
Neighbors will be asked to bring a dish to share. 
Details will be posted in the next Tattler, email blast 
and post card.

Parks and Reforestation:  Chair, Karen White, 
reported that the contract with Brantley Development 
LLC to renew the lawn and landscape service 
contract for maintenance of the passive parks for the 
2014, season is complete and awaiting signatures.

University Commons and 12th Precinct: Kim 
Tandy reported that a mural is planned for the wall at 
Livernois and Chesterfield. A community meeting 
will be held for public input regarding content.   The 
community will also have an opportunity to “buy a 

brick” to support the project.  Kim also reported that 
May 8, is the next Livernois Soup event.

Special Assessment District: Kim reported that 
the city ordinance to allow for the creation of Special 
Assessment (SAD) districts in Detroit is in the finance 
committee waiting to be approved so that it can be 
voted on by the city council and then proceed to the 
mayor’s office.  

TATTLER:  Publisher Shirley Jackson reported that 
she will publish a April TATTLER. 

 SHERWOOD FOREST ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS – OFFICERS:  
President, Kim Tandy announced that she has been 
hired by the Mayor’s office to be the manager of the 
Department of Neighborhoods for District 2. She 
explained that with the demands of this new position 
she will need to step down as SFA president 
suggesting that V.P. Maurice Telesford move to the 
position of president for the balance of the one year 
term. Maurice agreed to accept the role of president.  
Kim Tandy will take the position of Vice President 
temporarily to facilitate a smooth transition of 
leadership. The Board supported the above moves.
Kim explained that in her new position she will be 
working on two priorities: blight and public lighting. 
Also on the top of her list will be the return of the 
city Fire Station previously located on Livernois and 
Curtis.  The board congratulated Kim and thanked 
her for her years of service and leadership. We all 
look forward to working with her in her new role. 
   
There being no further business it was moved by 
Tiffany Franklin and supported by Karen White that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed.
                  
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Baum
Secretary   
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