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Holiday Festivities in Sherwood Forest 
Draw Wide Participation 

                     Holiday 
                   Lighting Competition

          The Winners: 
                                              Andre and Lisa Brooks

Sherwood Forest residents were enthusiastic 
participants in activities planned to cement 
relationships among residents and celebrate 
the diversity in holiday recognition we all 
share. Residents  reported that neighbors 
collaborated to support other neighbors  by 
agreeing to place luminaries in front of the 
homes of those who were away for the 
holidays. Others expressed their pleasure in 
communing with neighbors as  they filled 
bags  and lighted candles on a wintry 
evening that normally would have seen 
these same neighbors huddled inside their 
homes. 

A group of residents, led by Allen Lewis,  
Property  Maintenance  Chairperson,  sang 

Christmas carols for the pleasure of 
residents fortunate enough to live near the 
route the singers  chose to travel. One happy 
neighbor spoke of the wonder she saw in 
her grandchildren’s  eyes and was pleased 
that the activities added measurably to the 
joy families experienced during the 
holidays.

Whether you and your family limited your 
participation to placement of lights  and 
luminaries  or joined other Sherwood Forest 
neighbors at Kim Tandy’s  early evening 
get-together, we can all agree that our 
endeavors to draw closer as  a community, 
during the holidays  and at other times, are 
well worth the time.

“. . .Community means strength that joins our strength
to do the work that needs to be done.

Arms to hold us when we falter.
A circle of healing.
A circle of friends.”

Taken from “Community,” by Geoffrey Fox

CONGRATULATIO
NS!!!



Holiday Lighting 
Luminary Photos 

Type to enter text

and

Type to enter text

We offer our sincere thanks 
to Chaundra Haynes 

and Steve Perkins 
for providing these photos.

Home of  
Andre & Lisa Brooks, 

Holiday Lighting Contest 
winners. 

Again, Congratulations!

This picture captures 
the beauty created 

by our community’s array 
of  luminaries



Corrections:
The December newsletter correctly listed Tiffany 
Franklin’s Association and Patrol memberships. However, 
we failed to include her husband Donald’s name. Both 
Tiffany and Donald are members of both organizations.

Rose Lucas’s name was left off the list. She has been a 
valued member of the Association and Patrol for more 
than thirty years. 

Please accept our apologies.

City Briefs is distributed monthly by Rose Love, Supervising Publicist
Communications & Creative Services, City of  Detroit 

Office of  Inspector General 
Kicks Off  Operations

The City of Detroit’s  Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) has kicked off full operations in Cadillac 
Towers, located at 65 Cadillac Square, Suite 3210.  
Individuals now can make complaints in person, via 
a hotline or through a secure online process. The 
office was established as  an independent agency by 
the 2012 City Charter.  Detroit’s first Inspector 
General,  James W. Heath, was appointed by Council 
on July 27, 2012, and sworn in on August 27, 2012.   
Since that time, Heath has  worked to acquire office 
space,  negotiate a budget amendment to provide 
adequate funds  for operations, hire a staff including 
forensic auditors, investigators, and other 

administrative support, and acquire office equipment 
and software critical for the efficient and secure 
operation of  the lean OIG staff

Detroit Income Tax Amnesty 
Program Extended to March 2

Anyone who has not filed an income tax return or 
has an outstanding balance for tax years 2011 and 
prior can take part in the city’s amnesty program, 
including individual and corporate filers. The 
program is being extended to Saturday, March 2. 

Under the City’s tax code, all Detroit residents who 
earn more than $600 in a calendar year are required 
to pay income taxes, regardless of  where they work.



Residents Asked to Register 
Complaints About Fire Station 

Closings

Although Sherwood Forest residents are pay among 
the highest property taxes in the city, services continue 
to dwindle.  Evidence of the ongoing curtailment  of 
support services  involves the city’s  fire department and 
focuses on the suspension of services previously 
provided by the professional firefighters assigned to the 
station located at Livernois and Curtis Avenues. In the 
past, that station provided firefighting services to the 
neighborhoods  near Livernois and Seven Mile Roads, 
including Sherwood Forest. 

The following information about firehouse closings 
was taken from Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia:

“As of June 26, 2012, the Chief of  the 
Department announced the permanent 
closure of 15 fire companies due to budget 
cuts (10 Engines, 4 Ladders, 1 Special Unit). 
The following companies are now disbanded:

• Engine 5 - 433 Alexandrine St.  W. 
(Ladder 20, Squad 2, and Medic 6 
still occupy quarters)

• Engine 8 - 1625 W. Lafayette Blvd. 
(Firehouse Closed)

• Engine 10
• Engine 20 - N/A
• Engine 21 - 10325 Linwood St. 

(Ladder 28 still occupies quarters)
• Engine 23 - 1818 E. Grand Blvd. 

(Squad 3 still occupies quarters)

• Engine 31 - 1697 W. Grand Blvd. 
(Squad 4 still occupies quarters)

• Engine 33 - 1041 Lawndale St. 
(Ladder 13 still occupies quarters)

• Engine 38 - 1113 Coplin St. 
(Firehouse Closed)

• Engine 47 - 17475 Mt. Elliot Ave. 
(Ladder 30 still occupies quarters)

• Engine 49 - 12515 Grand River 
(Firehouse Closed)

• Ladder 1 - 3050 Russell St. (Medic 8 
still occupies quarters)

• Ladder 10 - N/A
• Ladder 16 - 7000 Helen St.  (Medic 

13 still occupies quarters)

• Ladder 24 - 18326 Livernois Ave. 
(Engine 51 still occupies quarters)

• Tac. 2 - N/A

There were 200 demotions made. Also, the 
standard response to a structural fire was cut 
down from a 3 Engines  and 1 Ladder 
response to a 2 Engines and 1 Ladder 
response.”

Late in 2012, Fox 2 News Detroit sent a reporter to 
cover the destruction by fire of an abandoned building 
at Military and I-75, in Southwest Detroit. The report 
delineated the fire stations set to close and highlighted 
layoffs and demotions that resulted in lost manpower.

Sherwood Forest and its  neighboring communities 
must now receive services from the firehouse at Seven 
Mile Rd. and John R.,  east of Woodward. The new 
station is 1.9 miles from Canterbury and Chesterfield    



Assistance Requested in Identifying New Residents

Residents asked to keep eyes open 
for new neighbors

.

Article on Reduced Fire Services (Continued)

while the Livernois and Curtis station is less  than a 
mile from our community. The difference in travel 
time is approximately 3 minutes.

Residents fear that closed fire stations,  like the one 
pictured, will add to the blighted conditions already 
present in many parts of the city. Creating more 
apprehension, however, is  the possibility that reduced 
numbers of firefighters, coupled with responsibility 

for protecting communities farther away from  the 
remaining firehouses, will place homes and lives in 
jeopardy.

We urge neighbors to call city officials, some of whom 
live in Sherwood Forest, and voice your concerns.

*   *   *

                    
                     Neighbor to Neighbor

In an effort to make certain that newly arriving 
neighbors receive our traditional welcome package, 
neighbors are encouraged to inform our Sherwood 
Forest Hospitality Committee Chairperson when a new 
family has moved into a home. Most residents  realize 
that neighborliness is a serious matter in Sherwood 
Forest and support our sincere efforts  to welcome every 
new resident family with information about our 
wonderful community accompanied by a tray of freshly 
baked goodies. We are passionate,  as  well,  about 
keeping our little section of Detroit the vibrant 
community it has  always been. For that reason, we 
think it important to welcome new neighbors, help 
them  understand the norms associated with living in 
Sherwood Forest and to invite their participation in 
serving their new community.  Our Hospitality Chair is 

Chaundra Haynes. Her telephone number is listed 
on page 1 of  this and every issue of  The Tattler.



                

                   

Sherwood Forest Association
Meeting of the Board of Directors - January 14, 2013

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Tandy, Gail 

Rodwan, Al Lewis, Shirley Jackson, Sue McMillan, 
Tiffany Franklin, Steve Perkins,  Andre Brooks, 
Maurice Telesford, Luther Bradley, Chaundra 
Haynes  and Marcia Baum
	      
The meeting was  called to order by President,  Kim 
Tandy at the home of  Kim Tandy at 7:45 p.m.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT :  Marcia Baum 
presented the secretary’s report for the December 
10, 2012, meeting.  It was moved by Gail Rodwan 
and supported by Shirley Jackson that the minutes  be 
approved as presented.  Motion passed. 

TREASURES’S REPORT:   Treasurer, April 
Baker, sent the December treasurer’s  report for both 
the Sherwood Forest Association and the Public 
Safety Security Patrol..In addition, April submitted 
copies of the related bank statements to be included 
in the recording secretary’s files.  It was moved by 
Shirley Jackson and supported by Luther Bradley 
that the report be accepted as presented.  Motion 
passed.  

ACTION:  Reminder that the budget process for 
fiscal year 2013, will begin in March.

ACTION: The treasurer will continue to review 
alternative banking saving and checking account 
options with President Tandy and make a 
recommendation to the board..

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION LEGAL 

ORGANIZATION OPTION: 501 (c)(3) 
STATUS:  Kim Tandy reported that at the request 
of WSU she is updating the SFA application.  It 
appears that a 501c4 status might be the appropriate 
match for the Association.

BUDGET REPORT, OPEN ACTION ITEMS:  

ACTION:   Develop a plan to secure additional $5K 
by 1) increasing SFA membership 2) applying for 

grants to support services  or programs and 3) 
fundraising events. 

AUDIT REPORT - OPEN ACTION ITEMS:. 
Directors and Officers (D & O) and Liability 
Insurance – Kim Tandy provided an update on the 
three bids that she previously received.  Philadelphia 
is  not interested in insuring us at this time.  They 
require a determination of our organizational 
structure.  Chubb and Gompers  provided quotes  but 
require that we add a general liability policy.

ACTION: Kim will contact Gompers, to discuss the 
relationship between liability and /D & O insurance                                     
as  well as premium issues and send the response 
electronically to the board prior to the next board 
meeting.
                                    
SECURITY:  Regarding receivables, Gail Rodwan 
reported that of the 18 homeowners who are on the 
multiple payment plan, nine families have not make 
their final payments. It was recommended by 
Gordon Rodwan that for the next fiscal year there be 
only two payment options:  1) one payment or 2) 
multiple payments using PayPal.
S u e M c M i l l a n m o v e d t o a c c e p t t h e 
recommendation. It was supported by Marcia.  
Motion passed.  



The board also discussed payment options  offered by 
our security company.  Kim will discuss  further and 
report back to the board.
Regarding security update, there were two daytime 
home break –ins reported. In both cases  our security 
and the Detroit police responded promptly.  Neighbors 
are reminded to call our security patrol with 
information regarding suspicious activity. Gail Rodwan 
brought to the board’s attention that she was 
proceeding with an investigation regarding two homes 
that may be occupied by individuals  who are not legally 
entitled to be living in the home.  Gail will continue to 
work on this matter and report her findings at the next 
board meeting. She was encouraged to proceed with all 
legal remedies.

ACTION:  Maurice, Chaundra and Luther 
volunteered to make follow up phone calls to collect the 
nine receivables. 
 ACTION:  Kim will speak with Threat Management 
regarding payment plans and related
added service.
 ACTION:  Chaundra Haynes will explore signage for 
display in member’s homes.

                 
COMMITTEE REPORTS .                          
                                     
M E E T A N D G R E E T, S O C I A L E V E N T 

COMMITTEE:  Holiday events:  Board members 
reported that they received positive feedback from 
neighbors about the return of the “luminaries”.  The 
board thanked Luther Bradley and the block captains 
for their part in the distribution of the materials and 
instructions. The December 23, Meet and Greet took 
place at Kim Tandy’s home where neighbors met to 

organize for a walk through the neighborhood singing 
holiday carols. Winners of the holiday decoration 
contest will be published in the next Tattler along with 
photographs of  this very special holiday in the Forest. 

The board also thanked the Social Committee chair, 
Maurice Telesford, for initiating the holiday plan.  
Maurice also reported that the next Meet and Greet is 
scheduled for February 22, at the home of Kerlyne 
Pinkins. He plans  to present a social calendar for the 
balance of 2013 at the Neighborhood Association 
meeting in May.

In preparation for the May Annual Meeting, Maurice 
will create a resident survey to better understand how 
much our neighbors understand the guidelines  and 
issues related to Historic Districts  as well as  their 
preferences regarding our security patrol.  The survey 
will be distributed by email and by block captains.  A 
reminder will be placed in the Tattler.  
   
ACTION:  Maurice with the support of Shirley and 
Tiffany will be responsible for the survey content, 
distribution and report that will be presented at the 
Annual Meeting in May.

N E W R E S I D E N T S / W E L C O M I N G 
COMMITTEE: Chaundra reported that everyone on 
the new residents list has been contacted either by 
leaving welcome cards for new residents requesting an 
opportunity to meet or by the delivery of the SFA 
information packet and welcome goodies. Kim 
reported that she emailed contents of the information 
packet to the board with a few exceptions.  The Clean 
Neighborhoods pamphlet containing information about 
some of the City Services and related fines and the 
Historic Commission booklet are not available in 
electronic format. In addition to block captains for their 
support in this project, there will be an article in the 
Tattler asking current neighbors if they will contact a 
board member when a new neighbor moves  into the 
Forest. Kim reported that a realtor contacted her to 
report two recent sales.  Other realtors are encouraged 
to do the same.
 
P R O P E R T Y M A I N T E N A N C E / C I T Y 
SERVICES:  Al Lewis asked that board members 
contact him regarding property maintenance violations.  
He will follow up with a letter and monitor the 
situation.



REAL ESTATE:  No report
                                 
PARKS AND REFORESTATION:   No Report. 

BLOCK CAPTAINS:  Chair Luther Bradley reported 
on the Block Captains role in the recent Luminary 
event. He asked that the next Tattle include a special 
thank you for their efforts.
                  

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION:  Chair, 
Tiffany Franklin summarized the discussion which 
followed the presentation by representatives from the 
Historic District Commission. A summary of that 
presentation may be found in the December board 
minutes located on the SFA web site.  The following 
action steps were suggested:

ACTION:  Place a general article in the Tattler to 
serve as the beginning of  the “education process”.

ACTION:  Regular articles in the Tattler addressing 
special issues

ACTION:  Initiate a special contractor education 
program

ACTION:  Maurice will design a resident survey that 
will be presented at the May meeting

ACTION:  Andre will establish a realtor education 
process directed at all realtors who work in the Forest.
   

STREET SNOW REMOVAL:   Marcia Baum 
reported that the street snow removal service contract is 
in place.

UNIVERSITY COMMONS:   Kim Tandy reported 
that the new restaurant planned on Livernois will 
feature chicken and waffles and will include 
entertainment. She also reported that the Land Bank 
Advisory Board continues to meet with potential 
developers regarding uses for the 161 acres of the State 
Fair property. 

FIRE STATION CLOSING;  Kim Tandy reported  
that a collaboration of  neighborhoods,  University 
Commons and the business community will be 
collecting signatures  and letters from neighborhood 
associations to register complaints about the closing of 
our fire station located on Livernois and Curtis.

ACTION:  Kim will draft Sherwood Forest Association 
letter asking that the station be reinstated.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,         

Marcia Baum, Secretary


