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It’s Time To Get Ready
 For Tiny Goblins

Neighbors planning to welcome trick-or-
treaters to their homes on Thursday, 
October 31, should leave their front porch 
lights on between the hours of 6 pm and 8 
pm. We ask that children trick-or-treat only 
during these hours and that adults 
accompany them. Please park cars  in your 
garage or driveway on Angels’ Night and 
Halloween Night, and remind guests  to park 
in your driveway rather than on the street. 
Drive carefully and, whether you celebrate 
the holiday or not, watch out for the scores 
of young children in costume who visit our 
neighborhood.

It’s That Time of  Year
The Sherwood Forest 

Association’s 
Annual Fall Cleanup Committee 

Seeks Resident Volunteers.

Once again, our neighborhood is teeming 
with vivid fall color as leaves  on the stately 
trees that grace our community signal the 
impending transformation into dormancy. 

As the leaves carpet lawns and sidewalks 
throughout our community, we are reminded 
that it is  time for the traditional cleanup of 
our passive parks  and other forgotten and 
neglected spots in Sherwood Forest. 

(Article continues on next page)
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Trick or Treat?

Turn porch 
lights on from 
6 pm to 8 pm

Watch for children 
while driving

“After the keen still days of 
September, the October sun 
filled the world with mellow 
warmth...The maple tree in front 
of the doorstep burned like a 
gigantic red torch. The oaks 
along the roadway glowed yellow 
and bronze. The fields stretched 
like a carpet of jewels, emerald 
and topaz and garnet. 
Everywhere . . . the color shouted 
and sang . . . In October any 
wonderful unexpected thing 
might be possible.” 
― Elizabeth George Speare, The 
Witch of Blackbird Pond

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7549.Elizabeth_George_Speare
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7549.Elizabeth_George_Speare
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2904401
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2904401
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2904401
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2904401


On Saturday, October 26, we invite neighbors to meet 
at the home of Al and Celeste Lewis, 19660 Stratford at 
9:30 am for coffee and donuts. Al will have assignments 
ready. Please bring rakes,  gloves  and any other tools you 
think might be necessary. Yard waste bags and trash 
bags  will be provided. Volunteers will work until 1:00 
pm and then adjourn to Noni’s  Sherwood Grill where 
once again, the owners have graciously invited our 
volunteers  for lunch. Our thanks to  Johnny, the owner, 
for agreeing to host our team.

A merry band of neighborhood children and their bike-
riding parents participated in the Saturday, September 
21, Robin Hood Bike Ride Through The Forest.  The 
ride began and ended in the green space at the south 
end of the Parkside-Renfrew circle and was followed by 
the dedication of the first of what we hope will be 
multiple Little Free Libraries  in Sherwood Forest. The 
Library was the idea of Sherwood Forest Association 
board member Steve Perkins.   Steve built and installed 
the Library and will maintain it for the neighborhood.

Perhaps you already have noticed the building-shaped 
box, which is affixed to a pole in the green space directly 
across  the street from 19331 Parkside.  If you have 
children in your home or your life, please take them  to 
check it out.  

The Little Free Library is part of a national movement 
to promote literacy.  Here is how it works:  Any child in 

the neighborhood is invited to go to the Library, open 
the door and take a book he or she would like to read, 
keep the book for as long as he or she wants and then 
return it or pass it on to a friend.  Anyone in the 
neighborhood may donate a child’s book by simply 
placing it in the box.  Include your name as  the donor of 
the book, if you wish.  We hope to have a constantly 
changing supply of books for our children to enjoy.  
Every person in Sherwood Forest can help by keeping 
this  collection stocked with reading materials that will 
engage children of  all ages.

   

Meet and Greet Uncovers 
an Author in Our Midst

During her long career as a Detroit educator, Viola 
Walker served in a variety of roles with the expressed 
goal of somehow improving outcomes  for students. As a 
teacher, as Chief Executive Assistant to former 
Superintendent Eddie Green and later, as Executive 
Director of Grants and Procurement for the school 
district, the unifying feature of her tremendous  body of 
work within the education community has been a deep 
and abiding love of  writing.  

Interestingly,  Viola is better known in Florida for her 
writing than here in Detroit.  She spends much of her 
time at a second home near Jacksonville and says people 
there refer to her as  “the author.” She has now 
published two suspense novels, her preferred genre. A 
third novel was  recently submitted to her publisher and 
she is  currently writing a fourth novel. Viola says that 
she is  making changes to two earlier books that she 
plans  to submit to publishers.  That’s  a total of six books: 
an impressive achievement.

Little Free Library 
Dedicated During 

the
Second Annual 

Robin Hood Ride

By Gail Rodwan

Neighbor 
to 

Neighbor

Our thanks to Steve Perkins 
for implementing this wonderful idea 
in our community.



At a recent Meet and Greet held in her impressive 
home on Canterbury, she shared details  of her journey 
to recognition as a published writer of fiction. She 
spoke with humility about the rejection of her first book 
admitting that at the start of her efforts she was 
unsophisticated and lacked knowledge about what is 
required to write a novel.  Even though she has read 
widely,  worked as a professional grant writer and is an 
avid consumer of popular fiction, she says  it took some 
time to realize that successful novelists need more than a 
good story.  So, with that knowledge in hand, she set out 
to learn the intricacies of character development, point 
of view, plot, setting, pacing and putting chapters 
together logically. 

Using her own instincts about how to become more 
adept at her craft,  Viola attended writers conferences, 
workshops  organized by local women writers, and 
university classes to hone her skills. When asked what 
advice she would give young people who want to write 
professionally, she answered that they should write often 
and pursue every avenue available to improve their 
techniques.  She suggests they visit online forums, take 
classes aimed at sharpening techniques and participate 
in writers’ workshops. 

So, what does a published and obviously prolific author 
of romantic suspense novels  read in her spare time? 
Viola quietly admits that she reads romance novels and 
suspense novels. Among her favorite authors are John 
Grisham and James Patterson. However, she asserts that 
a high point in her life was meeting the late Francis Ray, 
a New  York Times and USA Today  bestselling African-
American author of romance novels.  She views  Ms. 

Ray as  an inspiration to writers  such as herself and adds 
that Ray greatly influences her work.

The Meet and Greet hosted by Viola proved to be, as 
all of our neighborhood gatherings have been, a 
wonderful opportunity to commune with those who 
reside here. Great food, good wine and fabulous 
conversation in an absolutely beautiful home were a 
winning combination and is a norm  at these events. 
The chance to spend that time with a talented and 
gracious hostess added to the experience. Viola’s books 
are available at book stores and on Amazon.

It’s All About The Cake
Unique Bakery Opens On Livernois

By Gail Rodwan

This is  not an advertisement or a testimonial.  It is  a tip 
to neighbors:  There is  a new shop on Livernois, and it 
is worth your time to check it out.

I recently walked over to Good Cakes and Bakes at 
19363 Livernois (west side of the street) after hearing 
about it from a friend.   The first thing I noticed was  a 
colorful and kid-friendly mural that stretches the length 
of the shop.  The second thing I noticed was  a grouping 
of small tables and bright green chairs.  Everything 
about the place says “Welcome.”

Books Written by Viola M. Walker

House of Secrets

Sweet Escape

“A great many things can be resolved 
with kindness, even more with 

laughter, but there are some things 
that just require cake.”

Anonymous

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias=aps&field-keywords=viola+walker.
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias=aps&field-keywords=viola+walker.


Co-owner April Anderson explained that all the 
baked goods in the shop are organic, as is  the 
specialty coffee and a variety of juices.  The shop 
serves award-winning Chazzano coffee, which is 
roasted in Ferndale. No dyes are used to color the 
baked goods.  For example, the red velvet cupcakes 
are colored with beet juice. 

Cupcakes  seemed to be the order of the day, and they 
looked delicious.  Because it was 3:30 in the 
afternoon, and because April bakes only what she 
thinks  she will sell on any given day,  there were not a 
lot of cupcakes left among a selection that also 
included cookies, brownies and banana bread.   Many 
of the shop’s ingredients are purchased at the Eastern 
Market,  and April is  a proponent of Detroit 
businesses supporting one another.

The shop welcomes special orders.  April will design 

a birthday cake to your specifications, make your 
favorite pie or provide you with a scrumptious  peach 
cobbler.  Just place your order at least 24 hours  in 
advance.

The shop can be rented for birthday parties, meetings 
or other special events.  It will hold up to 65 people 
for a meeting.

Sherwood Forest neighbors  have been heard to say 
that they would like to be more supportive of 
Livernois businesses, but they just don’t find the kinds 
of businesses  they want.  This is a business  you will 
want to support.

Call Good Cakes and Bakes  at 313-468-9915.  Better 
still,  grab one of your neighbors and walk over for 
some delicious coffee and a cookie. The shop is closed 
on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Volunteers Needed For Angels’ 
Night Campaign

Join thousands of volunteers keeping a watchful eye 
over our city this year during Angels’ Night, Oct. 29 - 
31. Detroiters can get involved in the Angels' Night 

effort in several ways:  
•• Watch Your Block 

• Patrol A Neighborhood 
• Adopt An Abandoned House or Building
• Turn On Your Porch Light 

For more information, go to the City’s Web site at 
www.angelsnight.org,  or call (313) 224-4415, or visit 
one of the Recreation Community Affairs  offices 
listed below:

• West, Northwest Activities Center, 18100 
Meyers, 870-0649

• East, Butzel Family Center, 7737 Kercheval, 
628-2170

• Southwest, Patton Recreation Center, 2301 
Woodmere, 628-2180

Customers Can Use New Kiosk 
to Pay water Bills

Detroit water customers can now pay their bills using 
an automated payment kiosk at the Customer Service 
Center on the first floor of  the Water Board Building,
735 Randolph in downtown Detroit.  The kiosk 
allows commercial and residential customers to pay 
their bills, with transactions posted to the customers’ 

accounts electronically and immediately.  There is no 
transaction fee for customers who use the 
kiosk.The payment kiosk accepts cash and checks, as 
well as MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and Diner’s Club 

credit/debit cards.  When cash is used, the kiosk does 

not make change.

Each month, the City of Detroit’s 
Communication and Creative Services Division 
provides information of interest to residents.

http://www.angelsnight.org
http://www.angelsnight.org


Recently, we were made aware of an article written by Michael Allegretti of the Manhattan 
Institute For Policy Research that references the struggle waged by Detroit neighborhoods to 
gain traction in their efforts to reduce incidents of theft and home invasion. With Mr. 
Allegretti’s permission, we opted to share the article with Tattler readers:

Opinion:
Addressing Detroit's Crime Problem

By Michael Allegretti

Detroit's  historic bankruptcy has shed light on the city's  troubled finances and high public-sector labor costs. 
However, equally responsible for the Motor City's woes has been its failure to keep its citizens safe.

While it will take years for Detroit to regain its financial footing, the city can move quickly to turn the corner on 
crime.  It must look to lessons from New York City in the 1990s, leverage its gains from the renaissance in its 
urban core, and, most importantly, work closely with the residents of  high-crime neighborhoods.

Today there are two Detroits  housed within one city. Both are increasingly well known to Americans.  These two 
Detroits  -- apart from sharing a name, sports  teams, and a few expressways -- function in complete isolation from 
one another. One is known as Downtown and Midtown, where an urban renewal is quickly taking shape in the 
shadows of GM's  aptly named Renaissance Center. Here, crime is declining, and joggers and diners can be found 
on the streets until late at night. This area is approximately ten square miles.

The other Detroit is known simply as  the "neighborhoods," where vacant homes line almost every block, crime 
continues to increase, and outdoor civic life has been hijacked by fear. The city's  jaw-dropping crime statistics -- a 
violent crime rate of 2,137 per 100,000 residents, an average 58-minute response time for 911 calls, and a 
homicide rate of 55 per 100,000 residents -- come from this Detroit. This area occupies  the city's  other 130 
square miles.

However, in between these two Detroits  are pockets of civic life that have gone largely unnoticed. These places 
are counted among the "neighborhoods" because they are residential and far away from the glow of the 
downtown renaissance. These are places like Grandmont and Rosedale in Northwest Detroit, East English 
Village and Cornerstone Village in East Detroit, Green Acres and Palmer Woods in West Detroit,  and 

Mexicantown in Southwest Detroit. These neighborhoods have not been lost, but they are in trouble.  Good 

people live in these places -- paying their mortgages and taxes, revitalizing vacant homes, shopping, participating 
in neighborhood patrols, and educating their children. They work double time as citizens and public servants.

For the past two years, I have been working on the ground in Detroit alongside famed criminologist George 
Kelling, the man behind the "broken windows" theory of crime prevention, which underpinned New York City's 
historic turnaround in the early 1990s.  We have been helping Detroit's police department and neighborhoods 
implement community-policing programs  in various corners of the city, including some of these neighborhoods, 
and have achieved modest gains.

Downtown and Midtown have become remarkably safer places because of outside influences.  A visionary chief 
executive, Dan Gilbert, has  purchased dozens of buildings, created a high-tech surveillance-camera system, and 
founded an outdoor oasis called Campus  Martius Park. An enterprising university, Wayne State,  has developed a 
strong police department to provide public safety around its ever-growing campus. And entrepreneurs  have 
leveraged low interest rates and government incentives to open up shops in the area.

http://www.realclearpolicy.com/authors/?author=Michael+Allegretti&id=27318
http://www.realclearpolicy.com/authors/?author=Michael+Allegretti&id=27318


These largely top-down economic activities  have allowed for a vibrant civic life to develop in the urban core,  and 
as  a result, the place has become safer. But these sorts  of activities  cannot be expected to occur all across  the 130 
remaining square miles. For the "neighborhoods," a bottom-up and targeted approach is required.

Detroit is  so far gone in many of these places that home invasions often go unprosecuted, simply because they are 
such a common occurrence -- a c story not unfamiliar to New Yorkers during the 1980s. Just as  New York began 
to reclaim its  quality of life by cracking down on subway-fare cheats and squeegee men, Detroit has had to begin 
with a crackdown on home invasions. In Grandmont and Rosedale, this has meant organizing citizens to report 
suspicious  behavior, having police take reports seriously,  having probation officers serve outstanding warrants, 
and having prosecutors do their part. The result has been a 26 percent drop in home invasions and 1,200 active 
contacts between officers and residents. None of the worst offenders in the area have been re-arrested, suggesting 
they got the message. It's a start.

There is  no one-size-fits-all approach to improving the safety of Detroit's "neighborhoods," but many of these 
places are still home to high concentrations of residents and are worth saving. They need to be surgically 
identified,  stabilized, and expanded. The city's  focus  must be on the residents who have stayed and weathered the 
storm, and who ultimately will serve as the critical partner for these efforts.

The lesson is clear: Restoring public safety will by necessity be an incremental process that requires the rebuilding 
of the most basic institutions  of civic life.  But it can be done -- and must be done, if Detroit is ever,  once again, to 
flourish.

Michael Allegretti is vice president of programs at the Manhattan Institute.

Over the years, Sherwood Forest residents  have recommended 
scores  of artisans and contractors of every stripe to help all of us 
with the monumental task of keeping our wonderful historic homes 
in good repair. In fact, all of the businesses listed in the “This  Old 
House” section of our website have satisfactorily completed projects 
in your homes and have, therefore, received your recommendations.

You can help us insure the integrity of our listing by notifying us 
whenever you receive unsatisfactory service or if you find that a 
contractor is no longer available to work in our community. Simply 
forward an email to Gail Rodwan, rodwan@sbcglobal.net.  

You Can 
Help Us Improve 
“This Old House”

Have you visited 
a great business 

on Livernois? 

Take a minute to 
send us an email 

detailing your 
experience.

mailto:rodwan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rodwan@sbcglobal.net


Snapshots From:

The Second Ever 
Sherwood Forest 
Robin Hood Ride 

and the 
Dedication 

of the Little Free Library



A Recent 

“Meet and Greet . . .”

On August 17, a bright and beautiful late summer 
day, Kim and William Tandy welcomed Sherwood 
Forest neighbors to their spacious and comfortable 
home and yard on Renfrew. The event was family 
friendly with food and beverages provided by 
guests. Children attending the event were thrilled to 
find that the Tandy family’s yard is more like a 
gorgeous park than a backyard. Adding to the 
special vibe of  this occasion were the giant 
inflatables that Kim and William secured so that 
the youngest guests at this event could climb and 
bounce and slide. The kids were delighted, as well, 
to find that the Tandy family’s outdoor fireplace 
had been lit for marshmallow roasting. Needless to 
say, there were no unhappy or bored children at this 
gathering.



More Pictures from 
Our Summer “Meet and Greet”

Adults shared in the ambiance 
created at the August gathering. 
Neighbors seemed to relish the 
opportunity to commune with 
residents they hadn’t spoken with 
fo r s o m e t i m e . E v e n m o re 
important was the chance for 
newer neighbors to appreciate the 
spirit of camaraderie that exists 
among the famil ies l iv ing in 
Sherwood Forest.



MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Tandy, Gail 
Rodwan, Shirley Jackson, Steve Perkins, Maurice 
Telesford, April Baker, Andre Brooks,  Dina Ridley, 
Karen White, Christine Jackson, Al Lewis, Luther 
Bradley, Chaundra Haynes and Marcia Baum
	      
The meeting was  called to order by President,  Kim 
Tandy at the home of  Al Lewis at 7:30 p.m. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: It was moved by 
Maurice Telesford and supported by Luther Bradley 
that the August, 2013, board meeting minutes be 
approved as presented.  Motion passed

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION OF 
OFFERCERS:  Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, Gail Rodwan, conducted the election of 
officers. Steve Perkins, with support by Dina Ridley, 
nominated Kim  Tandy for President.   Maurice 
Telesford shared his  interest in the position and that 
he and Kim discussed a succession plan.  Maurice 
will work closely with Kim with the expectation that 
he will move from Vice President to President next 
year.  Motion passed.  Kim Tandy, with support from 
Chaundra Haynes, nominated Maurice Telesford for 
Vice President.  Motion passed.  Kim  Tandy, with 
support from Luther Bradley, nominated Marcia 
Baum for Secretary. Motion passed.  Marcia asked 
for a volunteer to work with her this year and to take 
minutes in her absence.  Lastly,  Dina Ridley, with 
support of Marcia Baum, nominated April Baker for 
Treasurer.  Motion passed 

TREASURES’S REPORT:   Treasurer, April 
Baker, announced that the August treasurer’s report 
for both the Sherwood Forest Association and the 
Public Safety Security Patrol will be presented at the 
October meeting.  She reported that the transfer of 
funds from the Comerica and First Place Banks  to 

the PNC Checking and Money Market Savings 
accounts  is in the final stage.  April also reviewed the 
accounting and treasurer’s responsibility guidelines 
as  defined in the SFA Bylaws. Al Lewis accepted the 
role of reconciler. He will open bank statements and 
invoices and pass them  on to April to process and 
report at the monthly board meetings.  Lastly, April 
reported that PNC authorized a SFA debit card.  
After discussion it was decided that SFA did not need 
a debit card.  It was  moved by Dina Ridley and 
supported by Maurice Telesford that the debit card 
be deactivated.  Motion passed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Palmer Park Proposal:  The board received a 
request for a letter of support for the demolition of 3 
buildings as part of the Palmer Park Apartments 
Renovation Project. There will be hearing before the 
Historic District Commission for a vote later this 
week.  The three buildings include a motel on 
Woodward and Merton, a building located at the 
corner of Third and McNichols and a third building 
located at 250 Merton.  Board members were asked 
to drive by the buildings  in preparation for a vote on 
the request.   After review of the information 
presented it was moved and supported that SFA 
support the request to demolish all three buildings. 
The motion passed.  Gail will draft the letter to be 
sent from President Tandy and Vice President 
Telesford. 

Goals and Budget:  President Tandy presented an 
updated proposed  2013-2014 budget.  After 
discussion it was moved by Marcia Baum and 
supported by Gail Rodwan that the corrected draft 
be approved.  Motion passed.  Kim will send 
approved budget to board.

Sherwood Forest 
Association

Meeting of the Board of Directors 
September 9, 2012



After much discussion and in order to prevent 
ownership by adverse possession the board will:   a) 
find out if the squatter is a licensed realtor b)  contact 
the State Board of Realtors, c) contact the personal 
representative who is  an attorney to file an eviction 
notice in court to have them evicted.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Social Committee: Steve Perkins, Dina Ridley, Al 
Lewis  and Maurice Telesford all submitted dates for 
a variety of events. The committee will produce a 
calendar of events for the balance of the year.  A 
post card and the Tattler
will include The Robin Hood Bike Ride on 
September 21,  the Fall Clean up on October 26, the 
Meet and Great on September 29 and the December 
22, Luminaries and Sing Along. 

 TATTLER:  Chair, Shirley Jackson, thanked Karen 
White for her help.  Shirley will be publishing the 
next TATTLER by October 20.  She plans to 
include a reminder for neighbors to keep their porch 
lights on and park their cars  in the garage. She will 
also include a calendar of events  as well as a review 
of the SFA guidelines for trick or treating on 
Halloween.

New Residents/Welcoming:  Gail (bake and 
deliver), Dina (bake) , Maurice (coordinate)   and 
Shirley (bake) agreed to work together to greet new 
neighbors within the first few weeks  of their arrival 
in the Forest.   Identification of property sales 
continues to be an issue.  All board members were 
asked to contact Maurice with information ASAP.

Property Maintenance:  Chair, Al Lewis, will 
send a letter to the homeowner who is conducting a 
food producing business in their garage. Kim Tandy 
will send a letter to the department of Building and 
Safety.  Al reported that the annual fall cleanup event 
will take place on the 26th of October.  Details will 
be included in the Tattler.
 
Block Captains:  Co-Chair, Christine Jackson, 
presented a draft letter to homeowners to be used by 

the Block Captains.  Christine and Luther are 
planning a Block Captain meeting for October.

Legal: Gail Rodwan reported that the Threat 
Management contract for patrol services is signed 
and that the Association will receive additional hours 
for pre payments.

Historic District Commission: Chair, Tiffany 
Franklin, sent a report that expressed concern 
regarding five complaints that were sent to the 
Commission without first contacting Tiffany.  In 
order to be most effective with the Commission and 
to best serve our neighbors it was  recommended that 
all requests or concerns be addressed to Tiffany.  
Kim will send a letter to neighbors letting them 
know that the board will work with them and the 
Commission.  Shirley will include a related article in 
the Tattler. 
  
There being no further business  the meeting was 
adjourned.
                  
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Baum
Secretary   


